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EVANGELISM 
@ Training Classes In Evangelism 
@ Personal Evangelism 
® Visitation Evangelism 
® Preaching Evangelism 








® Teaching Evangelism 
Sunday School 
Home 

e Chapels 





Use Every Means That Might Prove Effective To 
Win The People Of Your Community To Christ 
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Chalmers W. Alexander 


Mr. S. Donald Fortson 


EDITORIAL 


{vangelism And 
Revivals 


John the Baptist was one of the most lurid and 
sensational revivalist of his or of any day. He spoke, 
not in the soft language of human appeal or the 
learned abiguities of the scholar, but in the stark 
unmistakeables of pictured truth. He calls the 
sinners “vipers.’”” He scorned inherited pride and 
brushed aside the false assurance born of natural 
heritage from Abraham. He speaks of judgment as 
an “axe” and the waiting punishment of the un- 
repentent as “fire,” as “‘unquenchable fire.’”’ He 
plainly declared Christ as the judge and executor 
of Divine judgment and punishment. You’ll find 
all this and more in Mt. 3:1-12. You will also find 
Christ highly praising John as one unwavering in 
courage and inured to great strain. He calls him a 
“Prophet,” that is one that speaks for God, adding 
‘“‘vea, I say unto you and more that a prophet.” 
While recognizing the limitations of his age, Christ 
says; ‘‘Among them that are born of women there 
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.” 
These statements you'll find in Mt. 11:7-11. But if 
some flaming Evangelist arises today and pictures 
sin in all its hideous and sordid destruction; warn- 
ing men and women and young people to flee from 
the wrath to come, the wrath certain to come, as 
certain as God is God and as God is holy: the 
temptation yielded to by many professed Christians 
and not a few ministers is to brush off the brother 
as far too intense and sensational. Many congrat- 
ulate themselves that they are never swept away 
by their emotions. Well, God pity such, its tragedy 
when one’s emotions have dried up from disuse. Our 
emotions are one of our finest possessions. God 
often uses them as an entrance for His blessing 
and fellowship. One of the soul-blights of our day 
is the complacent unwillingness to be disturbed or 
troubled about any spiritual conditions as though 
they were critical and as though we bore any defi- 
nite responsibility for them. We don’t want to be 
upset, though we may already be up side down. 
Jesus commends John richly because He, Himself 
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spoke the same language. “‘Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness. There shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.’”’ These are Jesus’ words 
in Mt. 25:30. Also spoken by Him are these: ‘‘De- 
part from me ye cursed into everlasting fire pre- 
pared for the Devil and his angels.’”’ Mt. 25:41. 
Again, also from Jesus’ lips: ‘‘And in hell he lifted 
up his eyes being in torment.” Lu. 16:23. We’ve 
gone soft and flabby. We can’t “take it’? any more. 
We gag on strong meat. We are willing to substitute 
a learned or interesting lecture for the stark and 
dreadful warnings all men need to hear. How they 
need to hear about sin and all its black, soiled, 
damning power and purpose and that its issue, un- 
less changed by accepting the offer of Grace, is 
dire and endless. Many today don’t want to hear 
about punishment, eternal punishment, though it 
may deeply concern them and theirs. Perhaps the 
clearest word one can say to such is that the one 
who at highest cost to Himself has shown the 
deepest love for mankind, and has wrought out a 
way for hopeless and helpless sinners to be saved 
and to be rebuilded into sons and daughters of 
God: He is the one who draws aside the curtain 
and exposes the dark, destructive work of sin in the 
human heart and its solemn, eternal issues. It will 
not matter much whether we leave a cultured and 
wealthy environment where we have received recog- 
nition and honor, or whether our departure is 
from stark poverty and the lower levels of life; 
without Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord, we 
are on the way to Hell—Forever. How we need, 
Brethern of the Ministry, to preach the Gospel of 
Sin and Salvation and to declare the whole truth 
of God’s revealed Word. Every generation must be 
warned to flee from ‘“‘the city of destruction.”” How 
we need to graduate quickly from the modern 
schools of humanitarianism, welfare, and uplift, 
which are good in their lesser place, and to sound 
abroad the tidings of the Water of life, while we 
keep the pipe line open from the one, unfailing 
source. They may have silver spigots in every room 
and all the modern gadgets of comfort and con- 
venience; but if the pipe line gets clogged or if 
they refuse it when its flows through they are 
travelling towards outer darkness. Its time, 
Brethren, that the Church should arouse itself from 
its fog and confusion. We must center on and 
sound forth the Eternal Verities, and preach them 
as dying men to dying men. The Church must have 
a Revival or sag into deeper depths of failure and 
false assurance. —S. McPh. G. 
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Revival Or Revolution 


In the days gone by England had her Blessed 
Revival, and France had her Bloody Revolution. 
Probably England would have had her bloody 
revolution if it had not been for the gracious 
revivals under Whitefield and the Wesleys, and 
others. If so, the whole history of the world since 
that day would have been far different. 


Our old world cannot continue its present course 
without some sort of terrible catastrophe compared 
with which the French Revolution would look like 
child’s play. There is an atmosphere of hatred, 
jealousy, suspicion and distrust which is ready to 
explode at the slighest provocation. 


Man-made schemes, no matter how shrewdly con- 
trived, will never prevent the imminent explosion. 
Only God, in His power and love can prevent it. He 
is always ready, if we are. He only waits on man 
to return to Him. Will we return? 


God was very patient with Israel and Judah. He 
sent prophet after prophet and warning after warn- 
ing. These messages of the prophets, coupled with 
the Book of Revelation, especially the letters to 
the Seven Churches, ought to be read, studied, and 
heeded. —J.K.P. 





Evangelism In The 
Classroom 


It is time that we realized that the college and 
seminary students—and professors and presidents 
—are not a separated class of intellectualists. But 
are just plain folk like the rest of the world, who 
need the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 


I remember the former Pastor of the College 
Lutheran Church in Gettysburg. According to his 
own account, he began preaching to the learned 
college and theological professors with fear and 
trembling. But in God’s Providence, ere long, the 
old Methodist pastor came for a _ service and 
“dragged”’ those theological professors over the 
coals like hell-deserving sinners—as we theological 
professors are. And after that the Pastor of the 
College Church preached the Gospel with mors 
fervour and more freedom. 


At the beginning of the Junior Year we start 
Church History with the study of the history of 
Christian missions and with students contributing 
mission texts and leading in prayer for missions 
at the opening of the hour. With this beginning we 
have continued to use students to lead the opening 
devotions—each man is given a day and quotes o1 
reads a text and offers the prayer. Often these are 
direct testimonies citing the verse that God has 
used for the student’s own salvation and praying 
that God may use it to bless others. 


In the study of the mighty struggle Athanasius 
waged for the faith in the ancient church, we try 
to see that the issue is practically whether Jesus 
were only a creature who might be insufficient 
for every emergency, or whether He is primarily 
and now God the self-existent Creator who is eve 
sufficient for Himself and sufficient for His people. 
The issue of Romanism and Protestantism is, at 
least in part, whether Jesus Christ did half of the 
work for our salvation or all of it. Faith alone 


means the all-sufficiency of Christ. Rome says that 
the work of Christ must be supplemented by merits. 
indulgencies, prayers for the dead, masses, pen- 
ances—the Reformation that He is all-sufficient in 
His work as our Prophet, our Priest, our Sacrifice, 
and our King. 


A few years ago one of our bright college 
students was turned toward humanism. He pursued 
the illusive ladder of philosophical thought at 
Brown, at Harvard and at Virginia . . . becoming 
more and more skeptical. When he received his 
doctorate in philosophy his professor told him that 
he was too skeptical to teach philosophy. He came 
to the Seminary and instead of the humanistic 
Tower of Babel built of the best American philoso- 
phy, he studied the Reformers, Calvin and Luther. 
They taught him that God comes down to us in His 
Word and by His Spirit. God came to us in Christ 
and as He confronts us we know the one only living 
and true God—as surely as we know that three 
and two make five. And that year this student 
preached his faculty sermon on The Faith of A 
Gambler or The Faith of A Saint. The philosophical 
reasoning that if certain things are true, then other 
things seem to follow did not lead to God... at 
best that road was the faith of a gambler. But 
when we receive God as He has clothed Himself in 
the Man Christ Jesus, in the Word and the sacra- 
ments, in the forgiveness of sins ... we know Him. 
There are still theological students who are having 
a life and death wrestle with doubt and temptation. 
They need to know that God has come down to us 
in Christ and that faith itself is the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. —Wnm. C. R. 





Spiritual Emphasis 
Week 


An encouraging feature on many college campus- 
es today is a week given over to prayer, chapel 
services and interviews, usually led by a visiting 
minister. 


It was our privilege very recently to participate 
in such a week at Grove City College, one of the 
sturdy Christian institutions of Western Pennsy]- 
vania. Presbyterian in affiliation, this college has 
fostered a distinct Christian tradition from the 
beginning. It now has 1,400 students, a beautiful 
campus and a strong administration under Presi- 
dent Weir C. Ketler. 


The outstanding impression made upon us was 
the power of the gospel to bring conviction to the 
hearts of college students. There was not time the 
last two days to interview all who came with 
problems. In fact, interviews began at unscheduled 
times early in the morning and were held also late 
at night. Young people can be led into deep tangles 
by sin but Jesus Christ is mighty to resolve thos¢ 
tangles. 





Is God going to visit the campuses of America 
again as He did in 1800 and in the 1890’s? That is 
the thrilling question in our mind. Unmistakably 
there is a movement of God’s Spirit. Perhaps what 
we are seeing today is an upsurge of religious 
revival unknown on our campuses for fifty years. 


There are so many encouraging signs of revival 
that with fresh zeal we may pray, ‘‘Wilt thou not 
revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in 
thee?” (Psalm 85:6). —C.N.W., III. 
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College Revivals 


Some of the most encouraging news lately has 
come from colleges, only two or three so far, but 
this, we hope is but the beginning. In the revival in 
Boston intellectual leaders and students were 
reached, the student council of Boston University 
gave the Graham meetings its unanimous endorse- 
ment. Now, from Wheaton, and other institutions 
we hear of tremendous spiritual awakenings. 


The Colleges and Universities and Seminaries 
have been the center of Satan’s onslaught, for he 
is shrewd enough to know that from these places 
of learning will come the leaders of the Church. 
It is in many of these institutions that ‘“‘Christ has 
been Crucified” to use the title of a well-known 
book on this subject, and it is most refreshing to 
see signs that the spirit of revival is showing itself 
where Satan has been working hardest. What a 
wonderful thing it would be to see this awakening 
spread to all our places of education throughout 
our nation. 


I feel that this is one of the most interesting 
‘signs of the times’? and may be the beginning of 
a great outpouring of the Spirit upon us as a 
people. Of course there will be those who will be 
indifferent and critical. There have always been 
such persons. They were numerous in Moody’s 
day; they will be heard from again, trying to point 
out the faults, mistakes, and excesses which may 
come along with the blessing. 


‘ 


It is a most significant fact that the leader in 


the Boston meetings is president of Northwestern 
Schools. —J.K.P. 





“Break Up Your Fallow 
Ground” 


I can see from my home a great many fields 
which a few years ago were yielding good crops, 
now growing up in broom-sage, briers and weeds. 
One field which I passed every day was plowed, 
but never planted. Many of my neighbor farmers 
have quit farming and are working in the mills or 
at some other more profitable job. I am not blam- 
ing them, but it is a pity to see so much “Fallow 
ground” lying idle and useless. 


I know of something far more serious than this, 
however. I can see homes where the children are 
like fallow ground. They are growing up without 
Christian training, their lives being filled with the 
devil’s weeds and briers. Within sight of several 
churches the parents do not encourage their chil- 
dren to go to Sabbath School or church. I am sure 
this community is no worse than others; in fact, I 
believe is much better than the average. What an 
immense amount of “Fallow Ground’ we would 
find if we but searched! It is from this sort of 
ground that our youthful criminals are coming. 


I can also see many lives where the best fields 
are not in cultivation. It used to be the custom to 
have Family Prayers, and we had time to cultivate 
this fruitful field for the Lord. Many of our noblest 
men and women look back upon these sacred times 
as the most momentous in their lives. 


Let us break up our fallow ground and sow good 
seed before all is covered with briers. c 


Disappointing Goodness 


“Thy goodness is like the morning cloud.” 

Many a time, during a severe drought, I have 
thought of this verse. Each morning I would wake 
up to see an overcast sky with the promise of rain, 
and each morning the result would be the same; in 
a few hours the clouds would break and soon disap- 
pear, with an occasional few drops of misty rain. 
Hope deferred makes the heart sick, and my hopes 
of refreshing showers disappeared like the mirage 
of the desert. 


How disoppointing is our “goodness’ to God! In 
times of Spiritual drought we see, or hear, of 
“showers” here and there, and we feel, “Surely we 
are going to have a genuine Revival now, “showers 
of blessing’? from on high. Then, the next thing we 
know, all such showers seem to have disappeared. 


Today, our hopes have again been aroused. We 
are hearing of wonderful signs of a time of refresh- 
ing from on high. May we pray most earnestly 
that our repentance, our “goodness,” may not this 
time be like the morning cloud! We need a Revival 
that will bring lasting goodness to this land of ours 
and to a world full of sin. May the good news from 
Boston and other places be but the beginning of a 
great and glorious Revival that will bring about a 
revolution of our thinking and acting. Will our 
“Goodness” disappoint God again? —J.K.P. 





Pointers For Personal 
Evangelism 


The Gospel of John, Chapter 4, is a notable 
chapter. In it there are some fundamentals regard- 
ing Evangelism to which every Christian may well 
take heed. 


First, it is to be noted that the work of Evan- 
gelism is done among ordinary people. The woman 
of Samaria was not of the highest social stratum. 
Nor were her companions members of the elite in 
society. Particulars are beside the point here: our 
Lord engaged in conversation with a sinner. Evan- 
gelism necessarily is carried on among those of a 
class known as sinful people. Therefore, the first 
step in the proclamation of the message of Salva- 
tion is to show that the non-Christian is in the 
sight of God a sinner, and so under condemnation. 


In such connection the Christian worker meets 
a number of difficulties. Some people do not recog- 
nize the fact of sin. There are those who say that 
sin is a failure in growth. Some reputedly wise men 
lay the fact to a deficiency of secretion in the 
endocrine glands. The Scripture tells us plainly that 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
No one can hope to have a prospect accept his 
offers until such prospect is convinced of his need. 
A famous beauty specialist in Paris was said to 
have required each customer to sit alone in a room 
facing a large mirror. His theory was that until a 
woman recognized facial defects he could do noth- 
ing for her. Even so, the individual must be con- 
vinced of his need of a Saviour before one can 
properly present the Lord Jesus Christ to him. 
Happily, the Holy Spirit is our mighty Helper 
here. But let us not forget that the work of 
Evangelism can be done only among ordinary folk: 
sinners. 
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The second principle as derived from a study of 
this chapter is that Evangelism is to be effected by 
ordinary means. One cannot but be impressed with 
the fact that our Lord used no supernatural means 
to convince the woman at Sychar’s well. There was 
no demonstration of His Deity, no miraculous sign, 
no mighty wonder, not even cogent arguments. All 
that the Saviour did was to talk. Failure to under- 
stand the fundamental simplicity in Evangelistic 
effort is one great fault of Christians, even those 
who are willing to be used of God. How often does 
the minister hear a person say, “I have no special 
training,” or “I do not know the Bible well enough,” 
or again “I am not skilled in argument.” These 
qualifications are not to be despised. But God him- 
self has so fashioned the human personality and has 
so geared the Gospel message to the human heart 
that these assets are by no means necessary. All in 
the world that a Christian worker needs is a love 
for God, prompting a desire to serve the Saviour, 
and a sincere concern for the spiritual and eternal 
welfare of his fellow man. Miracles, let it be said, 
prove nothing anyway to anyone who does not 
want to believe. Is it not true that the only miracle 
which our Lord worked to prove anything was in 
the instance of the man let down through the roof? 
Here it is recorded that he said: ‘“‘That ye may know 
that the son of man hath power to forgive sins...” 
Surely we may argue from this that the proofs of 
Christianity and the arguments for becoming a 
Christian do not lie in the supra-human. The Rev. 
J. P. Kidd, one of the most successful Evangelists 
in Texas, tells a story illustrative of this. A banker 
n a certain city was the object of great concern 
on the part of his friends who wanted to see him a 
Christian. They decided to choose one man to 
present the matter to the banker while the others 
stood across the street from his office in prayer. 
They saw the man enter the office, put his arm on 
the banker’s shoulder, tarry briefly and come out. 
The man became a Christian; and the explanation 
of the happy conclusion to the efforts of the friends 
was suprisingly simple. The man who made the 
approach gave report that all he did was to say, 
“You know that I have the highest regard for you, 
and I want you to become a Christian, taking the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour.” Don’t let 
Christian workers hold off for lack of preparation 
or equipment or skill or experience. God has or- 
jained it that this supreme matter can be success- 
fully effected by the most ordinary means. 


A third principle of Christian work, as found in 
this Chapter, is that it is done at ordinary times. 
We read that our Lord said, with the advancing 
friends of the woman before Him, “Say not ye, 
There are yet four months and then cometh 
harvest? The fields are white already to 
narvest.”” The trouble with Christian workers is 
hat like others, they are creatures of habit. We 
are seasonal folk. We do things by the month or by 
he quarter or by the year. Bills are paid, steps are 
taken, at stated intervals of time. We have even 
fallen into the custom of having a great Evangelis- 
tic effort once each year. This is not to be made 
light of. But is it not true that in many instances, 
the membership become greatly worked up, and 
perhaps do some extradordinary work for one week, 
or it may be ten days; but as soon as the meeting 
is Over, with one accord they heave a sigh of relief 
and relapse into inactivity for another year. Do not 
our hearts condemn us for thus violating what 
should be in actual practice, as in reality it is a 
cardinal principle of Evangelism? Should it not be, 
not our annual, but our daily, our constant, concern 
that every person whose life we touch should be 
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faced with the eternal issues of life and death! Does 
anybody suppose that the growth of Christianity in 
the first three centuries of its history is to be 
explained by annual Evangelistic efforts? The facts 
indicate that there were no great Evangelists at 
that time, but that every believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whether rich man, poor man, beggar man, 
soldier, sailor, merchantman, felt irresistibly con- 
strained, nay even thrilled, at the opportunity, to 
witness concerning his Saviour and the glorious 
news, to everyone whom he met. 


At any rate, here are principles which he who 
runs may read, in this fourth chapter of John. 
Were that it were true that all who read would 
run! Sincere Christians have entrusted to them by 
the providence of God the power to start a chain 
reaction of Christian Evangelism more wonderful 
than that of a bomb labeled “A” or we Te 


Many Believe A Great 
Revival Is Near At Hand 
By Deedie-May Austin 


Dr. H. H. Thompson, Director of Evangelism in 
the Presbyterian Church U.S., has been telling 
congregations and various groups in the Church 
the last few years that he has every reason to 
believe the Church is deeply stirred in the matter 
of evangelization, and that surely God is speaking 
to His Church at this time, saying, “When thou 
hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: 
for then shall the Lord go out before thee, to smite 
the host. . .” 


Doctor Thompson has said, ‘Surely there is the 
sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees,” 
for he points to the requests for “good evangelistic 
speakers” which keep pouring onto his desk from 
churches all over the General Assembly. 





Doctor Thompson does not say much about ‘‘Re- 
vival,” that is, not in the same way that Dr. Billy 
Graham told an Atlanta audience recently that 
there was every indication that a Revival is coming 
to America. “It is breaking out on the campuses of 
colleges and universities. People are flocking to 
revival meetings. I have never seen such hunger 
as is shown in the faces of people today for things 
of the Spirit. They are accepting Christ,” he said. 


And, Doctor Graham points out, “You can’t 
make a revival! It is prayed down from God.” 


It was Dr. John S. Bonnell of New York, a 
Presbyterian preacher, who said, in an address in 
Atlanta in the fall, before the Presbyterian Men’s 
Convention, that “prayer is the mightiest spiritual 
dynamic in the Universe of God, because it releases 
the Divine power.” 


Doctor Bonnell challenged the laymen before him 
that day to form prayer groups and told of the 
dynamic effect of such groups in his own church 
in New York, where there are now twelve groups 
meeting once a week to pray. Said he: “And do 
you know that we’re having conversions in our 
church service, and I’m positive it is due to the 
spiritual power that is released.” 


That brings up the matter of praying groups 
within our Church—the Southern Presbyterian 
Church—praying groups who for a couple of years 
have been praying. 
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These men and women have banded themselves 
together (loosely as far as organization is con- 
cerned, but united as far as loyalty to Christ and 
prayer bind people together) have been praying at 
a definite time each Saturday night for the Spirit 
of God to lead the Church. 


These prayer groups—‘cells” as they are some- 
times called—have not ceased to call upon God to 
reach forth, at this crucial period in the history of 
man, to give strength to His Church through Jesus 
Christ, and to lead His people out to combat the 


forces of sin and evil in the world, to triumph in 
Him. 


Young people of the Church who attended the 
Second Quadrennial Youth Convention on World 
Missions in the winter of 1941, in Memphis, heard 
Miss Ruth Seabury of Boston describe the effective- 
ness of prayer cells, and were deeply impressed by 
her heart-urgings for a searching of self and a 
renewal of self-dedication to Christ. 


Today, throughout the nation, not alone on 
Church-related campuses, but elsewhere, Doctor 
Graham points to a new earnestness, a new devo- 
tion, a new zeal among students to come “all out 
for Christ.’’ This, he said, is indicative of the 
nearing of the greatest revival, in all probability, 
the world has ever known, or greater than known 
hitherto in this nation. 


More than 12,000 men, women, and young people 
were praying daily before the revival meeting 
opened February 19, in Columbia, South Carolina, 
with Doctor Graham as the speaker. Groups met in 
homes, in offices, in factories, in mills and in stores 
to pray for revival in the hearts of people— be- 
ginning with themselves — who would be made 
strong by the Holy Spirit and thus able to go forth 
in His name to “smite” thé forces of sin. 


The Presbyterian Church, U.S., has asked for 
study classes in evangelism to be held in all local 
churches in April, May, and June—with “earnest, 
individual, and group prayer offered in laying claim 
upon the power of the Holy Spirit.” This united 
effort is planned to reach down into the Sunday 
schools and the church congregations with the 
greatest urge to present Christ, and Him crucified, 
to those now unreached for Him. 


_ Surely, with such zeal displayed—honest zeal— 
in the preaching and the teaching of His Word, 
the Holy Spirit is surely coming to give power to 
men. 


And that is Revival—nothing less! 





I Tasted Revival! 
By Billy Graham 


I hesitate to write this article, for fear of being 
misunderstood. People have wanted to praise me 
for what happened at Los Angeles during eight 
blessed weeks which ended Sunday, November 20. 
This article might be interpreted by some as some- 
thing along that line. 


God deserves ALL the glory! 


As I write of what God did at Los Angeles, I do 
so only to glorify my precious Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ and at the urgent request of the 
editor. 
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The Los Angeles campaign has humbled me and 
driven me to my knees as never before. Never be- 
fore have I realized the power there is in the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. It is true that God has blessed 
previously, but, oh, the tremendous way in which 
He showed His power in Los Angeles. 


In my own mind, the success of the campaign is 
due to three things: 


(1) The prayer of God’s people; (2) The power 
of the Holy Spirit; (3) The power of the Word of 
God. 


How would you feel if you started preaching in 
a campaign which had regular prayer meetings in 
its behalf for a full nine months before it started? 
How would you feel if every day at noon a prayer 
meeting was held by scores of people? How would 
you feel if several all-day prayer meetings had 
been conducted? How would you react if all-night 
prayer meetings had been held only a hundred feet 
from the place where you were to preach the Word 
of God? 


And how would you feel to receive letters, wires 
and cablegrams from all parts of the world indi- 
cating that the senders were praying for you? 


I have been told by Cliff Smith, of the Christ for 
Greater Los Angeles Committee, that prayer re- 
quests stacked up so high in the packed prayer tent 
before the meetings that only a fraction of them 
could be read. It was the people who prayed who 
made the difference. I can see yet the 40 or 50 
women who prayed faithfully day after day and 
then sat in front of the platform with their faces 
full of expectant faith that God was about to work 
again that night. 


What power there is in prayer! I’ve never rea- 
lized it before in all my young life and ministry. It 
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has given me a tremendous blassing in my own 
heart. 


Secondly, the power of the Holy Spirit. 


It would be so easy right here to go into detail 
on the way in which the Holy Spirit broke the fet- 
ters of sin in the lives of thousands of people. How 
it has humbled my soul. The conviction in people’s 
lives was so tremendously deep and moving. 


At times, I did not need to preach. After testi- 
monies by some of the converts, all I needed to do 
was to give the invitation. One night, midway 
through the message, a man ran down the aisle and 
asked if he could be converted right then. He had 
been standing outside of the tent, fighting an in- 
ward battle with the devil. Conviction of his sin so 
filled his heart that he could not bear to wait until 
after the meeting to make his decision. 


That sermon never was completed as God 
prompted me to give the invitation right there. 


A number of weeks before the campaign, Cliff 
Barrows, Beverly Shea and myself met and under 
God agreed to keep hand-clapping and other ap- 
plause out of the meetings. We wanted no show- 
manship or unusual methods of presentation. Cliff 
was to use the old hymns of revival, consecration, 
and salvation. The preliminaries were to be short 
and simple. We wanted to give the Holy Spirit 
every opportunity to work. 


God honored that plan. The Holy Spirit did com- 
plete His work. I have never in all my life seen 
men and women under such conviction of sin as in 
the Los Angeles campaign. 


Thirdly, the power of the Word of God. 


How foolish I have been so many times. I have 
worked so hard to build a message, replete with 
illustrations, with perhaps an experience or two of 
my own thrown in. True, God blessed those mes- 
sages in the past. 


But, oh, how He blessed the plain and simple 
Word of God in this campaign! 


“The Scriptures say ... The Bible says ... The 
Scriptures say ... The Bible says ... ” 


I got to the place where I couldn’t preach any of 
my old sermons. Studying from six to eight hours 
a day, I received new sermons, burned into my 
heart by God. I did away with all illustrations. | 
used from 25 to 100 passages of Scripture each 
evening. People, I found, cannot stand under the 
impact of the Word of God. Even the hardest sin- 
ner will capitulate. 


But, you ask, did the people listen? 


A hunger for the Word of God exists in the 
hearts of sinners today! They’re not hungry for 
your views on politics, or on Communism, or eco- 
nomics. They’re hungry for the Word of God! 


Our temperaments may differ, our emotions may 
differ, but the Word of God never changes. Con- 
fused and insecure people today are anxious to 
hear it and accept its warm message of salvation 
from sin. 


Three things were used by the Holy Spirit to 
bring men to Christ. The first was sin, then right- 
eousness and finally the judgment to come. God led 
me into preaching doctrinal messages, emphasizing 





over and over again what God had to say on the 
subject. 


I cannot help but pause as I write and thank 
God for Cliff, Beverly, the Csehies and the many 
others who worked with us in the campaign. I will 
not name them all. God brought us together, and 
if it has pleased Him to use us to glorify His Name, 
we are quietly satisfied. 


Organization? Christ for Greater Los Angeles 
had things in perfect shape. But, and I know Cliff 
Smith and the others there will understand me 
when I say this, I believe more and more in the 
power of Christ and less and less in organization. 


Revival? Yes, I have tasted it. I believe, too, we 
are on the verge of a great moving of the Holy 
Spirit across the nation. I am convinced of it more 
and more as | hear of God’s moving in all parts of 
the United States in the same period when we were 
in Los Angeles. 


The same thing that happened in Los Angeles 
can happen anywhere ... if people pray. 


One last thought. Would you please remember 
in prayer the many converts from the campaign? 
God has already, apparently, called at least 12 of 
them to preach and witness in public meetings for 
Him. They need our prayers in these critical days 
as they become grounded in the faith. 


Yes, I have tasted revival. It has warmed my 
heart, re-molded my thinking. And it has drawn me 
closer than ever to my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, whom I have vowed to serve as long as God 
gives me breath. 


Are you in the place God wants you to be when 
revival comes? 





Win Someone For Christ! 


Evangelism: The Major Emphasis 


Of The Program Of Progress 
For The Year Ahead 


The Saviour Speaks 


“Repent” is the clarion first word of Jesus’ public 
ministry, “for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
Our Lord thus indicating that a ‘‘New life” is a 
prerequisite to the “new order.” Men may well 
stop and ponder these words of our Lord in these 
days of panaceas for the society in which man finds 
himself. 


“Follow Me,” is the second word of our Lord, 
which when obeyed, not only caused men to leave 
behind a physical way of life, but also erased the 
old way of life’s inner sin, sordidness, and shabbi- 
ness. 


“Come, learn of me.” a third word, when re- 
sponded to, opened to the common man the trea- 
sure chests of knowledge, about which the philoso- 
pher had dreamed, for which the seer had longed 
and about which the prophet had spoken. For once 
men had the high privilege of learning directly 
about God, from the Master Teacher, the Son of 
God himself. 


“Go—Teach.” The last word given to the follow- 
ers of the Master, what now had become co-agents 
with Him to project the good news, which He had 
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come to bring to the ends of the earth. In the 
telling, men became Evangelists, and only when all 
men everywhere have heard of the “Evangel” would 
this mission be completed. 


Every Christian An 
Evangelist 


Eternal are the words spoken by our Lord and 
all those who accept Him must also accept his word 
aS applicable to them. To enjoy the privilege of 
“coming to him,’ man must assume at the same 
time the responsibility of “‘going for him.” 


Privilege and responsibility thus combine to make 
every Christian an Evangelist. If one enters the 
realm of privilege unwilling to assume responsibility 
in carrying on the work of Christ, that one should 
return to Christ and hear him speak again and re- 
ceive power to perform the missions assumed in 
his commitment to Christ and the Church. 


The Pastor, in his preaching, in his pastoral work 
and his personal living, is an evangelist. The church 
officer, in his spiritual leadership, is an evangelist. 
The Sunday School teacher, in every contact with 
children, youth and adults, is an evangelist. In 
Church organization, in school, in daily occupation 
and in every contact, the Christian is an evange- 
list. The question which every Christian must ask 
himself, and with God’s help, answer, “Am I a 
practicing Evangelist?” 


Let's Learn How 


Jesus required men to consecrate their lives to 
His way, but he did not send his followers out 
until he had taught them. Recognizing this, the 
Joint Committee on Adult Work recently charted a 
teaching plan in “Personal Evangelism’’ for all 
adults in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. This 
United Adult Project is to be given special stress 
in April, May and June and is designed to add 
knowledge to zeal in telling the lost about Christ 
the Saviour. The session will plan for this study in 
each individual church. To aid teachers, a brief 
study outline and course book is provided to ac- 
company the Bible in this teaching (available from 
Board of Education, Richmond, Va.) 


May 21-June 25 is a period set aside for Every 
Sunday School to make this an elective study. The 
study on Personal Evangelism to take the place of 
the regular Sunday School lessons. 


The Opportunity 


Overstressing of Evangelism cannot be charged 
against Presbyterians! But today, thank God, the 
Church is aware that “Christ is the Only Answer” 
to the chaotic, confused and sinful society con- 
stituted by man. The opportunity for Evangelism 
is on every hand! In every city and hamlet, across 
every countryside. “Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields,’”’ Jesus says. (John 4:35). This is one 
side of the opportunity. Opportunity, on the other 
hand is afforded in this class to thousands of 
Presbyterians who have longed to know more of 
the Christian Gospel, what it is to be saved, and 
how they may tell others about Christ. To lead a 
person to Christ is the highest privilege given to a 
Christian. This class affords the greatest oppor- 
tunity to study how Jesus dealt with people and 
how present day Christians may follow in His steps. 


Learn By Doing 


The purpose of this class is to aid one to win 
others for Christ. While the class is being taught, 
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go out and speak to someone about accepting 
Christ. This means you will get a prospect list 
before the class begins. Assign one or two of these 
to each person in this class to be visited. If un- 
expectedly you are thrown with a stranger, find 
out if he is a Christian. If not, seek to win him. 
Find out how to do this in the class, then really 
Learn by Doing! 


Empowered In Prayer 


Are we equal to the task? No, human frailty is 
never more evident than when one seeks to speak 
to a person about accepting Christ. Only as we have 
power from him are we able to present him. Prayer 
will bring to each person the willingness and the 
ability to go forth as an evangelist. In a prayer of 
confession the Christian comes to know personal 
inadequacies, a prayer for wisdom and new spiritual 
life cleanses the mind and heart, from sin and short- 
comings. A prayer for another binds that one as a 
brother to our hearts, a prayer for courage to 
speak releases power the individual never before 
dreamed of. Enter a prayer covenant with one 
another that God will direct and bless all who seek 
to win others to Christ. Then enter into communion 
with God personally and receive power to go forth 
to win men to Christ as Lord and Saviour. 





United Evangelistic Campaign 
In Chattanooga, Tenn. 
By Dr. J. Park McCallie 


We are in the midst of an evangelistic effort in 
Chattanooga that has been planned for a year in 
advance. Two years ago the wife of one of our 
retired ministers called together a group to pray 
for a revival in our city. Last year a laymen’s 
evangelistic club, now known as Fishers of Men, 
approached the Pastors Association, asking for 
united effort in evangelism. A committee of fifteen 
ministers and laymen, known as a Steering Com- 
mittee, has held many meetings and the ministers 


and laymen together have adopted the following 
plans: 


1. A city-wide religious census on January 
15, 1950. 


2. A united evangelistic visitation campaign 
under the leadership of Dr. Dawson Bryan 
and Dr. Walter Woodbury, Feb. 20-24. 


3. A mass meeting in the Memorial Auditorium 
seating 6000, March 19-26. 


4. Simultaneous evangelistic meetings in all 
churches the week before Easter, Apr. 2-9. 


The Religious Census was taken by 140 co-operat- 
ing white churches and 25 negro churches. Out of 
34,763 family units visited, white and colored, a 
total of only 186 white family units had no affila- 
tions and no church preferences. No atheists were 
found. The spread of the larger denominations 
showed approximately twice as many Baptists as 
Methodists, twice as many Methodists as Presby- 
terians, twice as many Presbyterians as Church of 
Christs; the Church of God approximately same in 
number as Episcopalians, as also were Jews and 
Disciples of Christ, with Cumberland Presbyterians, 
Nazarenes, and Lutherans equal. There were nearly 
14,000 who expressed a church preference but were 
not members of any chruch. 
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It was largely among this group that the Visita- 
tion Evangelism Campaign has been conducted this 
past week. Nearly 1,000 people have made com- 
mitments, many on profession of faith, and many 
more on transfer of membership. Supper meetings 
have been held each night, Monday through Thurs- 
day from 6 to 7 o’clock, for instruction on a turn- 
over chart with assignment of names. While the 
visitation from 7 to 9:30 P.M. is not easy work, 
the reception has been delightful and much joy has 
been experienced in the turning of many to the 
Lord. My own church had 56 commitments and on 
the last two Sundays the pulpit has been surround- 
ed by those being received into the church. Officers 
who for one reason or another took no part in the 
visitation were amazed at what they saw. 


Last Friday, from 12:01 A.M. to 11:59 P.M. in 
six churches scattered throughout the city, a round- 
the-clock prayer service was held, well attended. 
During the two weeks before the mass meeting, 
there will be about 400 or 500 cottage prayer 
meetings held in homes led by laymen for an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the Union Mase 
Meeting and for our unsaved friends. 


Dr. Perry Webb, pastor of an 8,000 membership 
Baptist church in San Antonio, Texas, is the Pastor 
Evangelist from Sunday, March 19 through Sunday, 
March 26. The visitation will be continued and the 
unchurched and unsaved will be personally invited 
to come to the meeting and to accept Christ as 
Lord and Saviour. 


The simultaneous evangelistic meetings in all 140 
white churches and 40 or more colored churches 
will, with visitation and prayer, strive to bring the 
gospel message to every unsaved individual.in our 
city. It should be the greatest Easter in our history 
on April 9, 1950. Pray for us! 
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Training The Ministry 
In Evangelism 


By Rev. Cecil Thompson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur ... Georgia 


The tides of Evangelism are coming in now. 
Presbyterians can well be optimistic and take heart 
but ‘there remaineth yet much land to be possessed’ 
for us in the field of Evangelism. Our beloved 
church is fast changing both its attitude and its 
tempo—however, this is no time for us to relax or 
look back. 


I have been asked to present a few thought rela- 
tive to Training the Ministry in Evangelism. This 
covers a great deal of territory and should involve 
both theological students and ordained ministers. 


Wherever we go today we can sense a warming 
up and the building of fires. There are still many 
laggard spots but as a whole the church is becoming 
increasingly aware of a Presbyterian failure and 
carelessness in our attitude toward the multitudes 
about us in days past. Last year the two denomina- 
tions that led the entire nation in the highest 
percentage of increase to church membership were 
the Presbyterian U.S.A. and the Presbyterian U.S. 
churches. This is something “new under the sun.” 


Revivals are breaking out all over America— 
whether under the old and organized churches or 
under independent groups or on a city-wide basis. 
The day of revivals is not over. The effects of the 
United Evangelistic Advance are also being felt. 
Home Visitation Evangelism is still being used both 
in united campaigns and on the month-to-month 
basis. Great spiritual revivals are beginning on 
college campuses. Wherever we go we find lay 
people not only yearning for a stronger evangelis- 
tic emphasis but willing to take part and bring it 
about. 


One of the most hopeful signs is what is begin- 
ning to happen in Protestant Theological Semin- 
aries in America. There are between 160-170 
Protestant Seminaries in America and perhaps 150 
Bible Institutes and Training Schools. Until a few 
years ago only a comparatively small number of 
the seminaries offered any training in Evangelism. 
It is difficult to understand why the prime mission 
of the church was so long neglected. Everyone is 
amazed that this was true so long. Our ministry 
was well trained in so many ways and yet almost 
completely uninformed and untrained in this field 
of service. Increasingly and swiftly Seminaries are 
turning to a more practical and dynamic training 
of their students. This is a real sign of progress. 


Two years ago some fifty professors from Pro- 
testant Seminaries and a few Bible Colleges and 
Institutes met in Louisville, Kentucky for two days 
and nights to confer together and share techniques 
concerning the training of the Ministry in Evangel- 
ism. Another such Conference will be held next 
December 7-9 in Louisville to which all Protestant 
Seminaries, Bible Colleges, Bible Training Schools 
and Institutes are invited. Some of the most out- 
standing leaders and preachers of the United States 
from various fields and denominations will be 
present to share their ideas with these instructors 
and teachers. This is the first time that there has 


been a united and concerted move for the proper 
training of Protestant Ministerial Leadership in all 
phases of Evangelism. This is a great sign of 
progress. 


Many seminaries are now instituting courses in 
their regular curriculum in various phases of evan- 
gelism. As a result of the Louisville Conference two 
years ago McCormick Presbyterian Seminary in 
Chicago began a course in Evangelism. Within the 
past year Union Theological Seminary in New York 
called a full-time professor to develop courses in 
evangelism there. Likewise the seminaries are 
giving much attention to Field Work and the 
practical clinical training of the ministry. 


All of our Southern Presbyterian Seminaries are 
developing this field. The students are also given 
practical experience in such phases of the work as 
Home Visitation Evangelism and in their summer 
work. On every hand we hear that the seminary 
students are evangelistic in their work. It is my 
feeling that a new attitude is being born in the 
Presbyterian ministry. This is not only true of the 
seminary students but also the faculties and the 
ordained ministry already in the pastorate. 


At Columbia Seminary we now have three regular 
courses in the field of evangelism, and other 
seminars or supervised special courses. The general 
course of New Testament Evangelism is a motiva- 
tion study of the Book of Acts and the program of 
missions and evangelism in the early church. The 
more advanced course in Methods of Evangelism 
covers all the various types and methods of win- 
ning men, women, and youth to Christ and the 
Church. The specialized course in Evangelistic 
Preaching is an advanced course in homiletics and 
preaching and is a popular course. The first two 
courses are required of all students. The third 
course is elective. Every student in each course is 
required as a part of the course to have a number 
of personal interviews to win the lost and report 
upon them. Likewise all students receive training 
in Home Visitation Evangelism through the various 
Atlanta churches. Many different projects of Field 
Work give the students experience in personal and 
mass evangelism through hospitals, jails, prisons, 
and other institutional agencies. Also experience is 
given in work with alcoholics, street preaching, 
youth groups, and various church groups. 


A two-fold training is in mind in this program. 
The student himself must develope a desire and a 
yearning for winning the lost. But he is also trained 
in the art of training the lay membership of the 
church and giving them a vision of, desire for, and 
training in evangelism. 


At the same time we feel that there is a very 
definite need for some ministers to develope them- 
selves for full-time evangelism. There is great need 
for some men who are particularly gifted and 
especially trained in this field. Many churches ar‘ 
seeking for such men and they are all too few. It 
is our feeling that these men will be of far more 
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value to the church if they are thoroughly trained 
in all the work of our church and all are urged to 
serve as pastors of churches first in order that in 
their evangelistic services they will approach the 
whole matter with the heart and interest of the 
pastor. This will eliminate some of the defects of 
professional evangelism. 


We need today a wholesome, deeply spiritual pro- 
gram of evangelism throughout our whole church 
and throughout Protestant America. Today when 
Communism is establishing seminaries to train their 
emissaries and missionaries and when Roman 
Catholicism is establishing everywhere a long range 
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program of militant misssionary endeavor through- 
out America—both urban and rural—it is time for 
Protestantism to awaken to the fact that we too 
must be on the alert. Evangelism—conversion—and 
repentance are old terms—but they are returning 
to the ministry with renewed forcefulness. 


The future of Presbyterian Evangelism is largely 
before us. A new day is dawning. Truly our hearts 
should burn within us. Let us pray for a great 
spiritual awakening to come and with the Apostle 
Paul make our prayer, “Brethren, my heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel (my people) is that 
they might be saved.” Romans 10:1. 








Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For April 2: The Church 
Suffering And Triumphant 


Scripture: Matthew 21:1-16; I Peter 4:12-19; 
Revelation 7:9-17. Devotional Reading: Romans 
8:16-18. First the Cross, and then the Crown. This 
was true of our Saviour; it is true of us; it is true 
of the Church: “If we suffer, we will reign.” The 
Church Militant, as we term it, and the Church 
Triumphant; or the Church Suffering, and the 
Church Rejoicing. 


Paul in Romans 8:16-18 tells of these two con- 
trasted experiences. If children, then heirs; heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Christ: if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us. Indeed, we 
are living in a groaning, suffering world; groaning 
and suffering on account of sin, for the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth together until now. 
It is not surprising that we should have our share 
of hardships, trials, persecution, and suffering, for 
we live in a world full of such things, and also, 
this world hates our Christ and hates us, so the 
world adds to our share by this attitude. 


I. The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem: Matthew 
21:1-16. This selection is given mainly for the 
younger groups: the children join in the songs of 
praise to Jesus, much to the chagrin of the religious 
leaders of the day. It is a very familiar Scripture, 
having been studied many times in our Sabbath 
School Lessons. For those churches which observe 
“Days” this is known as “Palm Sunday” on account 
of the palm branches spread in the path of the 
triumphant King as He rode into the Holy City. 
Presbyterians do not as a rule stress particular 
“Days.”’ The whole scene is a miniature photograph 
of the Triumph of our Saviour when He comes in 
the glory of the Father, His own glory, and the 
glory of the angels; when He shall be proclaimed 
King of kings and Lord of Lords. 


This is an interesting study for the children, and 
older ones, too, but I, for one, see no reason why 
the children should not be taught the other lesson, 
for children soon know what suffering is and ought 
to be trained to understand something at least of 
its meaning. Some children put us older folk to 
shame by the way they bear their pains and aches. 
We can learn a good many things from our children 
and grand-children, as I know in these later years. 


Il. Suffering as a Christian: I Peter 4:12-19. 
Both Peter and Paul have a lot to say about suffer- 
ing. They agree, of course, in their teaching, for 
they were both holy men carried along by the Holy 
Ghost. There are some most valuable lessons to be 
learned in these verses. 


1. Suffering is not a “strange thing’: we should 
expect it as a most usual and natural result of our 
living in this world. Sometimes Christians wonder 
why they suffer and are tempted to doubt God’s 
love. Mr. Moody tells of a dear old saint in Dundee, 
Scotland, who had been lying on a bed of suffering 
for years. He asked him the question, “Does not 
Satan tempt you to doubt God’s love? “Yes, he 
does,”’ said the sufferer. ‘What do you do when he 
tempts you?” “I take him out to Calvary, and I 
show him the Saviour on the cross, and I say, 
‘Doesn’t He love me’?” “And he flees every time.” 
The best place to understand our suffering, and 
to be assured that it does not interfere with God’s 
love for us, is beneath the cross of Jesus, the 
Suffering Servant of Jehovah. 


Jesus said, “If they hated Me, they will also hate 
you: if they persecuted Me, they will persecute you 
also.”” So we not only have our share of suffering 
along with others in a world of sin, but we have 
additional hardships inflicted on us by a hostile 
world. We are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, not 
that ours is vicarious, as His were, but we are called 
to suffer along with Him. 


2, “But rejoice.” It is not easy to do this. Dr. 
Campbell Morgan, in commenting on Paul and Silas 
singing in prison with bleeding backs and feet fast 
in the stocks, says that he is afraid that Paul would 
have had to sing a solo, if he had been in Silas’ 
place. I am afraid that I, too, would have let the 
apostle Paul do all the singing. There are three 
reasons for rejoicing: first, because it is an honor 
and privilege to be a partaker of Christ’s suffer- 
ings, to be counted page to suffer for His name; 
second, because of the glory that is to come. His 
suffering preceded His glory, and we know that the 
spirit of glory and of God rests upon us, when we 
suffer. “Blessed are they that are persecuted; 
blessed are they that mourn.” 


3. Suffering is not something of which to be 
ashamed; we have lots of good company; many of 
God’s greatest saints were the greatest sufferers. 
Some kinds of suffering should make us ashamed. 
There are many men and women in our jails and 
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penitentiaries who are there for murder, theft, evil 
doing; these should blush, for they are guilty. There 
are others like Peter and Paul who suffered be- 
cause they were Christians. All that live godly in 
Christ Jesus will suffer some form of persecution, 
mild or severe, as the case may be, and if we 
suffer for doing right, let us glorify God. 


4. The best explanation of verse 17 which I 
have seen is the one given by Lenski (Pages 210- 
211 in his Interpretation of I Peter). He says that 
the contrast is between “us,” ie. the Church of God, 
and the Gospel of God. It is bad enough to persecute 
the Church; it is worse to disobey the Gospel. If 
God’s verdict of judgment is pronounced upon those 
who persecute the Church, how much more severe 
will be the judgment upon those who disobey the 
Gospel. 


5. Verse 18 is better translated, “If the righteous 
be saved with difficulty.” “Scarcely” leaves the 
wrong impression. It is with difficulty, with hard 
time and persecution, that the Christian is saved. 
‘“‘Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear’? 
The answer is, “Nowhere.” It is a difficult thing to 
save any sinner; it is impossible, except through 
the grace and power of God. 


6. We are to commit our souls unto Him as to a 
faithful Creator: He Who created us will take care 
of us when we give ourselves to Him. I know Him 
Whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto 
Him. We must by our well-doing show that we are 
Christians; He went about doing good; we are to do 
good, even to those who persecute us. 


III. Those Who Have Come Out of Great Tribula- 
tion: Revelation: 7:9-17. 


I. A Great Multitude whom no man can number. 
This great multitude—the saved men and women of 
earth—are from all nations and kindreds, and 
peoples and tongues. Christ shall see of the travail 
of His soul and be satisfied. When we think of the 
thousands saved even before He came, and the 
many thousands saved since He came, we can 
begin to see the meaning of these words. They 
shall come from the East, West, North, and South, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the Kingdom of God. Many of the notables 
of the earth, heroes of faith, the ones mentioned 
in Hebrews 11, will be there, and one of the joys 
and privileges of Heaven will be the fellowship 
with these renowned ones. To see and know, and 
commune with men like Moses, Isaiah, and Paul! 
But the sweetest part of our life in the ages to 
come will be the reunion with those whom we have 
loved and lost awhile: that will be a “Home- 
Coming” worth while. 


2. They are singing a Great Doxology (Verse 
12). “In glory we shall sing a new song,” was a 
chorus which Dr. Hudson used often in his meet- 
ings when I was in Home Mission work in Lexing- 
ton Presbytery. There are a number of these “Inter- 
ludes,” or “Doxologies” in Revelation. (See 1:5, 6; 
4:11; 6:12, 18; 15:2, 4). 


8. A Great Question is asked by one of the 
elders: What, (or Who) are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. Who com- 
poses this great multitude. We have seen that they 
have been gathered from all the earth, but what 
sort of people are they? 
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4. A Great Answer: Verse 14. They are great 
sufferers and great sinners: sufferers who are now 
singing, and sinners who have been saved. These 
are they that have come out of great tribulation 
and have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Dr. Macartney when at 
Davidson used a striking illustration of the “Gallant 
Pelham” who was brought home when the snow 
covered the ground, comparing this with the soul 
of Pelham, washed whiter than the snow. 


5. A Great and Glorious Satisfaction: 15-17. 
Satisfied with their Position, with their Work, with 
their Protector, with their Condition, with their 
Shepherd: all tears wiped away. This is a picture of 
“The full enjoying of God to all eternity.” 





Lesson For April 9: The Power 
Ot The Resurrection 
( Easter ) 


Scripture: I Corinthians 15; Luke 24:1-12. De- 
votional Reading: John 20:19-23. “The gospel 
which I preached unto you,” centered around two 
great facts, both of which were “according to the 
Scriptures”: (1) Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, and (2) He rose again the third 
day, senanian to the Scriptures. These two facts 
had been foretold and were fulfilled. If we will 
study the recorded sermons in Acts we will find 
that these were the two doctrines which the church 
stressed. Both were clearly taught in the Old 
Testament and they became the center of New 
Testament teaching. There could be no answer to 
these two tremendous truths except the answer 
given by the witnesses. 


Of these two most vital teachings the latter is of 
even greater importance than the former, for it 
sets the seal of God’s approval upon the death of 
our Saviour. The fact of the Atonement, so suc- 
cinctly stated in these five words of Paul, “Christ 
died for our sins,” is undergirded and sustained by 
the other five words, “rose again the third day.” 
These two statements are the “gospel which I 
preached” as given by the apostle. A dead Saviour 
lying in Joseph’s tomb might have been a heart- 
touching memory of sacrificial love, but a living 
Saviour, risen from the tomb is a heart-transform- 
ing power—the power of His resurrection,” which 
became the dynamic of the early church. 


Paul’s great classic, I Corinthians 15, together 
with the simple, but compelling story as recorded 
in all the Gospels, gives us a solid foundation upon 
which to base all our Hope for a blessed eternity. 


I. The Fact of the Resurrection: I Cor. 15:3-11. 


1. The first proof of the resurrection has already 
been stated, namely, that it is “according to the 
Scriptures.” In proving the resurrection Peter and 
the others give “proof-texts” from the Old Testa- 
ment. Jesus had told them that He would rise 
again and they remembered His words after the 
event took place, although at the time they were 
mage they questioned what the resurrection from 
the dead might mean. Peter uses Psalm 16 as one 
of these proof-texts. Just as His death had been 
foretold, so His resurrection. It is assumed in the 
Old Testament because of the very nature of God. 
He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. Jesus 
uses this when answering the Sadducees. 
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2. The main proof is the Witnesses. At the mouth 
of two or three witnesses, a fact can be established, 
if the witnesses are reliable men or women, if their 
character is good. If two people whose word can 
be believed, see a man commit a crime, then no 
other evidence is needed by a jury. 


Paul brings out an array of witnesses who all 
testify to the reality of the resurrection. For forty 
days these men and women had seen Him, heard 
Him teach many things, eaten with Him, and had 
beheld Him ascend to heaven. These men and 
women were of unimpeachable character, simple, 
ordinary people, who were themselves hard to con- 
vince; Cephas, the Twelve, (Thomas especially), 
over five hundred brethren, James, all the Apostles, 
and last of all, Paul himself. 


These witnesses were willing to lay down their 
lives in token of the truthfulness of their testimony. 
Not only would it be impossible to deceive this 
many plain common sense people, who were con- 
vinced against their will, so to speak, but men 
would have been foolish indeed to die for their 
belief if there had been a shadow of doubt. 


If we read the evidence with unbiased mind we 
will see how thoroughly trustworthy it is. To doubt 
such testimony is not reasonable. 


Il. The Importance of the Resurrection: 12-34. 
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1. Some—the Sadducees—who became the first 
and most bitter opponents of the church—were 
saying that there is no resurrection of the dead. If 
this be true, then, of course Christ is not risen. But, 
if He is not risen, then the whole gospel collapses; 
our preaching is vain, our faith is vain, we are 
found false witnesses, all men are yet in their sins, 
for the hope of salvation is gone, and all our loved 
ones who are fallen asleep in Christ are perished: 
we are, in short, of all men the most pitiable. With 
these convincing and piercing words Paul shows us 
the tremendous importance of the resurrection. 
Take it away, and it is like taking the foundation 
from beneath a building; the whole structure falls. 


2. But He is risen, and this blessed fact changes 
the whole picture. He is the first-fruits: He has 
come forth victorious and triumphant, and we know 
that as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. The whole of man’s salvation hinges on 
these two contrasted statements: “In Adam,” or “in 
Christ”; the one means death, the other, life. Are 
we “in Adam,” or “in Christ?” The resurrection of 
Christ also guarantees our resurrection. 


It guarantees more. It makes certain a glorious 
end to the whole plan of Salvation; the delivering 
up of the Kingdom to God. The climax of the 
kingdom is the second coming of our Lord in glory 
and the consummation of all things. All enemies 
are to be put under Him; the last great enemy is 
death. Death has been conquered and God’s people 
need fear it no more. 


8. This glorious fact does more: it makes us 
awake to righteousness and sin not; it makes us 
endure our trials while here on earth. 


III. The Nature of the Resurrection: 35-53. 
People are always ready to ask questions, some- 
times in earnest, and sometimes just to “quibble.” 
The Sadducees asked Jesus such a question, when, 
after relating an almost impossible case, they said, 
‘tin the resurrection, whose wife shall she be.” So, 
some were saying: How are the dead raised? And 
with what body do they come? Paul, in these verses, 
is answering this two-fold question, the question of 
“foolish ones.” 


1. He uses some illustrations from Nature. The 
first one would appeal to the farmer. He sows his 
grain. He does not expect the same seed he sowed 
to reappear and be reaped again. He knows that 
the seed he sows will seemingly perish, die, but he 
also knows from experience and faith that there 
will spring up from the seed that died a harvest of 
grain like that which he sowed, but much more. 
God gives to the grain its new “body,” so to speak. 
So with our bodies, our flesh. Our cemeteries are 
being sowed with human flesh, not the flesh of 
beasts, or birds, or fishes. This “seed,” our bodies, 
which are still united to Christ, will be given new 
bodies, like the old, but much better. 


2. His second illustration from Nature would 
appeal to all who look up at the sky. Some bodies 
are fitted for earth, some for the skies; the glory 
of the terrestial is one and the glory of the celestial, 
another. These heavenly bodies differ in glory. 


3. He uses a series of most interesting and strik- 
ing contrasts which bring out the nature of our 
resurrection bodies. (Compare these with the body 
of Jesus before and after He rose from the grave). 


(1) Sown in Corruption; it is raised in incor- 
ruption. All of us know that it does not take long 
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for our flesh to begin to decay; we have to bury 
our loved ones out of sight. Our new bodies will 
never have to be buried. 


(2) Sown in dishonor; raised in glory. We lower 
the bodies of our dead into the ground; our new 
bodies will be lifted to the skies; we shall be caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air. 


(3) Sown in weakness; raised in power. There is 
nothing more helpless than a dead body; it has to 
be carried to its resting place. Our new bodies will 
be full of power, far greater power than we ever 
had in the flesh. 


(4) Sown a natural body; raised a spiritual body. 
God is Spirit and has not a body like men. Jesus’ 
resurrection body was spiritual, but it had the 
marks of His earthly body, the wound-prints in 
hands, feet, and side. The first Adam had a body 
like ours; he was a living soul: the second Adam 
was made a life-giving Spirit. We have borne the 
image of Adam; we will bear the image of Christ 
(the second Adam). 


4. So a great change will take place in these 
bodies of ours, whether we die, or remain to be 
caught up in the sky. We shall not all sleep (die), 
but we shall all be changed. Flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, neither does corruption 
inherit incorruption. Our resurrection bodies will 
be (1) Incorruptible, and (2) immortal: how 
glorious to be clothed upon with our house from 
heaven! 


IV. The Victory of the Resurrection. Verses 54- 
57. The Power of the Resurrection: 58. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For April 


April 2: Know Christ And 
Make Him Known 


Introduction 


As a follower of Judaism Saul of Tarsus knew 
what he believed and it made him a persecutor of 
the Church. But when he became a Christian he 
knew whom he believed and it made him into a 
great Apostle of the Gospel of love and right- 
eousness. When we know what we believe we fight 
those who differ. But when we know whom we be- 
lieve we give ourselves in full surrender to Him in 
whom we have believed to be His witnesses to the 
ends of the earth. 


Christianity has its doctrine and teaching but it 
is not primarily a set of teaching. Christianity is 
the religion of those who have entered into a per- 
sonal, living and dynamic fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ and they have gone forth into the 
world not to be loyal to a set of principles but to 
be loyal to the person who is their Saviour. 


In our program tonight the topic sums up our 
privilege and responsibility as Christians. Our pri- 
vilege is to know Christ, and our responsibility is 
to make Him known. For our scripture lesson to- 
night we want to study a personal testimony of 
Paul that tells us how he came to know Christ and 
to want to make Him known. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Philippians 3:4-14) 


1. Paul’s Religion Before He Became A Chris- 
tian. Verses 4-6. In these words Paul reminds us 
that he had more of the things most people depend 
on in religion than others and yet these were of no 
value when it came to his salvation and service. If 
Paul could come to your group tonight he would 
say: “If you have a good heredity (Hebrew of the 
Hebrews), and if you have been reared in the 
Christian Church (circumcised), if you have de- 
veloped a high moral character (Pharisee), if you 
have been zealous in pursuing a good career (Zeal 
against the Church), and if you are above reproach 
in your reputation (blameless), I congratulate you, 
but these are not enough. They alone are of no 
value in gaining for you your salvation and ac- 
ceptance with God. 


2. Paul’s Religion As A Christian. Verses 7-14. 
(a) His Conversion - Verses 7-14 


Paul had all of these good things but he counted 
them loss and of no value in order that he might 
come into a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He ceased depending on who he was and 
began trusting on Christ. He stopped depending on 
what he had done and began to depend on what 
Christ had done for him. His only desire was to 
have Christ. All else was secondary. 


(b) His Concern - Verses 9-14 


(1) To Be In Christ. Verse 9. Having found 
Christ his main desire was to be in Christ. That is, 


to be a part of Christ and to have Christ in his 
heart. Being in Christ was more important to him 
oa anything that he could do. For Christ was his 
ife. 


(2) To Know Christ. Verses 10-11. Being in 
Christ through faith he wished to intelligently, con- 
sciously and vitally know the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
feel the same compassion that Christ had when He 
went to the cross. And to know the same power 
that Christ exercised when He rose from the dead. 


(3) To Grow In Christ. Verses 12-14. Believing 
in Christ, knowing Christ, having the compassion 
of Christ, and having the power of Christ meant 
that Paul had the responsibility and the possibility 
of growing in the likeness of Christ and in use- 
fulness for Christ; therefore, he forgot all he had 
been doing in the past and set himself earnestly 
and steadfastly to lay hold of the thing for which 
God had laid hold of him. A life like this, growing 
out of personal knowledge of and fellowship with 
Christ, is the Christian life. 


Conclusion 


Today in a chaotic world we are often using the 
slogan, “Christ Is The Only Answer.” If we look 
about us we find that all too few of our church 
members seem seriously interested in giving Christ 
to the world, and when certain ones try, the world 
does not seem to be interested in Christ as the 
answer. Why is the world unconcerned? Why are 
church members powerless? The answer is that the 
members of the Church can not introduce Christ to 
the world until they know Him personally them- 
selves. Therefore, if we are going to make Him 
known we must come to know Him within the fel- 
lowship of the Church more intimately, vitally and 
dynamically than we have done before. 


Suggestions 


This topic tonight goes to the heart of our Chris- 
tian faith at a point where it is most neglected 
today in the average life and Church. Let us make 
a case study of this passage. Following the study 
the group should discuss in a down-to-earth and 
practical way how we may know Christ. The dis- 
cussion might proceed along the line indicated by 
the question, “How Do You Know Anybody?” You 
must want to know them, you must spend time with 
them, you must listen to what they say, you must 
ask them for information about themselves, you 
must do things together with them. Don’t we know 
Christ in this same way? 





April 9: “Lo -I Am With You” 


Introduction 


Just before our risen Lord Jesus Christ ascended 
to the Father He said to His disciples: “Go ye into 
all the world and make disciples of all nations... ” 
and “‘Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the age.” In these words Christ has promised 
that because He is a risen, living Saviour He goes 
with us as we go forth to labor for Him. And in all 
Christian life and service we are not only co- 
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1. Some—the Sadducees—who became the first 
and most bitter opponents of the church—were 
saying that there is no resurrection of the dead. If 
this be true, then, of course Christ is not risen. But, 
if He is not risen, then the whole gospel collapses; 
our preaching is vain, our faith is vain, we are 
found false witnesses, all men are yet in their sins, 
for the hope of salvation is gone, and all our loved 
ones who are fallen asleep in Christ are perished: 
we are, in short, of all men the most pitiable. With 
these convincing and piercing words Paul shows us 
the tremendous importance of the resurrection. 
Take it away, and it is like taking the foundation 
from beneath a building; the whole structure falls. 


2. But He is risen, and this blessed fact changes 
the whole picture. He is the first-fruits: He has 
come forth victorious and triumphant, and we know 
that as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. The whole of man’s salvation hinges on 
these two contrasted statements: “In Adam,” or “in 
Christ’; the one means death, the other, life. Are 
we “in Adam,” or “in Christ?” The resurrection of 
Christ also guarantees our resurrection. 


It guarantees more. It makes certain a glorious 
end to the whole plan of Salvation; the delivering 
up of the Kingdom to God. The climax of the 
kingdom is the second coming of our Lord in glory 
and the consummation of all things. All enemies 
are to be put under Him; the last great enemy is 
death. Death has been conquered and God’s people 
need fear it no more. 


3. This glorious fact does more: it makes us 
awake to righteousness and sin not; it makes us 
endure our trials while here on earth. 


Ill. The Nature of the Resurrection: 35-53. 
People are always ready to ask questions, some- 
times in earnest, and sometimes just to “‘quibble.” 
The Sadducees asked Jesus such a question, when, 
after relating an almost impossible case, they said, 
‘in the resurrection, whose wife shall she be.” So, 
some were saying: How are the dead raised? And 
with what body do they come? Paul, in these verses, 
is answering this two-fold question, the question of 
“foolish ones.” 


1. He uses some illustrations from Nature. The 
first one would appeal to the farmer. He sows his 
grain. He does not expect the same seed he sowed 
to reappear and be reaped again. He knows that 
the seed he sows will seemingly perish, die, but he 
also knows from experience and faith that there 
will spring up from the seed that died a harvest of 
grain like that which he sowed, but much more. 
God gives to the grain its new “body,” so to speak. 
So with our bodies, our flesh. Our cemeteries are 
being sowed with human flesh, not the flesh of 
beasts, or birds, or fishes. This “seed,” our bodies, 
which are still united to Christ, will be given new 
bodies, like the old, but much better. 


2. His second illustration from Nature would 
appeal to all who look up at the sky. Some bodies 
are fitted for earth, some for the skies; the glory 
of the terrestial is one and the glory of the celestial, 
another. These heavenly bodies differ in glory. 


3. He uses a series of most interesting and strik- 
ing contrasts which bring out the nature of our 
resurrection bodies. (Compare these with the body 
of Jesus before and after He rose from the grave). 


(1) Sown in Corruption; it is raised in incor- 
ruption. All of us know that it does not take long 
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for our flesh to begin to decay; we have to bury 
our loved ones out of sight. Our new bodies will 
never have to be buried. 


(2) Sown in dishonor; raised in glory. We lower 
the bodies of our dead into the ground; our new 
bodies will be lifted to the skies; we shall be caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air. 


(3) Sown in weakness; raised in power. There is 
nothing more helpless than a dead body; it has to 
be carried to its resting place. Our new bodies will 
be full of power, far greater power than we ever 
had in the flesh. 


(4) Sown a natural body; raised a spiritual body. 
God is Spirit and has not a body like men. Jesus’ 
resurrection body was spiritual, but it had the 
marks of His earthly body, the wound-prints in 
hands, feet, and side. The first Adam had a body 
like ours; he was a living soul: the second Adam 
was made a life-giving Spirit. We have borne the 
image of Adam; we will bear the image of Christ 
(the second Adam). 


4. So a great change will take place in these 
bodies of ours, whether we die, or remain to be 
caught up in the sky. We shall not all sleep (die), 
but we shall all be changed. Flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, neither does corruption 
inherit incorruption. Our resurrection bodies will 
be (1) Incorruptible, and (2) immortal: how 


glorious to be clothed upon with our house from 
heaven! 


IV. The Victory of the Resurrection. Verses 54- 
57. The Power of the Resurrection: 58. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For April 


April 2: Know Christ And 
Make Him Known 


Introduction 


As a follower of Judaism Saul of Tarsus knew 
what he believed and it made him a persecutor of 
the Church. But when he became a Christian he 
knew whom he believed and it made him into a 
great Apostle of the Gospel of love and right- 
eousness. When we know what we believe we fight 
those who differ. But when we know whom we be- 
lieve we give ourselves in full surrender to Him in 
whom we have believed to be His witnesses to the 
ends of the earth. 


Christianity has its doctrine and teaching but it 
is not primarily a set of teaching. Christianity is 
the religion of those who have entered into a per- 
sonal, living and dynamic fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ and they have gone forth into the 
world not to be loyal to a set of principles but to 
be loyal to the person who is their Saviour. 


In our program tonight the topic sums up our 
privilege and responsibility as Christians. Our pri- 
vilege is to know Christ, and our responsibility is 
to make Him known. For our scripture lesson to- 
night we want to study a personal testimony of 
Paul that tells us how he came to know Christ and 
to want to make Him known. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Philippians 3:4-14) 


1. Paul’s Religion Before He Became A Chris- 
tian. Verses 4-6. In these words Paul reminds us 
that he had more of the things most people depend 
on in religion than others and yet these were of no 
value when it came to his salvation and service. If 
Paul could come to your group tonight he would 
say: “If you have a good heredity (Hebrew of the 
Hebrews), and if you have been reared in the 
Christian Church (circumcised), if you have de- 
veloped a high moral character (Pharisee), if you 
have been zealous in pursuing a good career (Zeal 
against the Church), and if you are above reproach 
in your reputation (blameless), I congratulate you, 
but these are not enough. They alone are of no 
value in gaining for you your salvation and ac- 
ceptance with God. 


2. Paul’s Religion As A Christian. Verses 7-14. 
(a) His Conversion - Verses 7-14 


Paul had all of these good things but he counted 
them loss and of no value in order that he might 
come into a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He ceased depending on who he was and 
began trusting on Christ. He stopped depending on 
what he had done and began to depend on what 
Christ had done for him. His only desire was to 
have Christ. All else was secondary. 


(b) His Concern - Verses 9-14 


(1) To Be In Christ. Verse 9. Having found 
Christ his main desire was to be in Christ. That is, 


to be a part of Christ and to have Christ in his 
heart. Being in Christ was more important to him 
— anything that he could do. For Christ was his 
ife. 


(2) To Know Christ. Verses 10-11. Being in 
Christ through faith he wished to intelligently, con- 
sciously and vitally know the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
feel the same compassion that Christ had when He 
went to the cross. And to know the same power 
that Christ exercised when He rose from the dead. 


(3) To Grow In Christ. Verses 12-14. Believing 
in Christ, knowing Christ, having the compassion 
of Christ, and having the power of Christ meant 
that Paul had the responsibility and the possibility 
of growing in the likeness of Christ and in use- 
fulness for Christ; therefore, he forgot all he had 
been doing in the past and set himself earnestly 
and steadfastly to lay hold of the thing for which 
God had laid hold of him. A life like this, growing 
out of personal knowledge of and fellowship with 
Christ, is the Christian life. 


Conclusion 


Today in a chaotic world we are often using the 
slogan, “Christ Is The Only Answer.” If we look 
about us we find that all too few of our church 
members seem seriously interested in giving Christ 
to the world, and when certain ones try, the world 
does not seem to be interested in Christ as the 
answer. Why is the world unconcerned? Why are 
church members powerless? The answer is that the 
members of the Church can not introduce Christ to 
the world until they know Him personally them- 
selves. Therefore, if we are going to make Him 
known we must come to know Him within the fel- 
lowship of the Church more intimately, vitally and 
dynamically than we have done before. 


Suggestions 


This topic tonight goes to the heart of our Chris- 
tian faith at a point where it is most neglected 
today in the average life and Church. Let us make 
a case study of this passage. Following the study 
the group should discuss in a down-to-earth and 
practical way how we may know Christ. The dis- 
cussion might proceed along the line indicated by 
the question, “How Do You Know Anybody?” You 
must want to know them, you must spend time with 
them, you must listen to what they say, you must 
ask them for information about themselves, you 
must do things together with them. Don’t we know 
Christ in this same way? 





April 9: “Lo - I Am With You” 


Introduction 


Just before our risen Lord Jesus Christ ascended 
to the Father He said to His disciples: “Go ye into 
all the world and make disciples of all nations... ” 
and “‘Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the age.” In these words Christ has promised 
that because He is a risen, living Saviour He goes 
with us as we go forth to labor for Him. And in all 
Christian life and service we are not only co- 





Page 16 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Mar. 15, 1950 
————SSEele_e___e___——ooo—ee—llyIIlIlIlll——EE— > E> —____—_————— 


laborers with other Christians but we are yoked up 
with the living Christ in the service that He is 
doing in the world. 


If we labor with other Christians we are con- 
fident of their presence and their encouragement 
and help, as well as often being conscious of their 
weaknesses and failures. But all too often we 
measure our resources entirely in terms of the peo- 
ple with whom we labor and we become completely 
unconscious to the presence of Him who hath said: 
“Lo, I am with you always.” Not only are we rob- 
bing ourselves of great joy by not being conscious 
of this fellowship but also we are robbing ourselves 
of great power. All Christian service should be 
motivated by the desire growing out of this fellow- 
ship and all Christian service should be energized 
by the power of the Christ, who is always with us. 


Since so many of us are not conscious of the ful- 
fillment of this promise of the Lord Jesus, how may 
we become conscious? In the Old Testament, long 
before the days of Christ, Moses was conscious of 
the presence of the living Lord and he endured in 
service because he was conscious of that presence. 
We can become conscious of the presence of Christ 
when we follow the same steps that Moses did. Let 
us turn to Hebrews 11:23-29 and see there the steps 
as the sacred writer has outlined them. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Hebrews 11:23-29) 


1. Separation From World. Verse 24. Moses pro- 
videntially was reared in the royal court of Egypt 
and when he had come to manhood he could have 
enjoyed all the privileges and pleasures of the 
royal court had he kept his mouth shut, but Moses 
“refused to be called the son of Pharoah’s daugh- 
ter.” He made a definite and open separation 
from a world system and a world pattern of be- 
havior that he knew was not of God. If we are so 
conscious of the world’s way of thinking and acting 
that we become like the world we can not be con- 
scious of the presence of Christ. We must separate 
from the world unto Him by taking out of our lives 
those things of the world that displease Christ, 
that cause our brother to stumble, and that dull 
our own keenness for spiritual things. 


2. Fellowship With People Of God. Verse 25. 
Moses separated from the world but he did not be- 
come a lone wolf. He chose rather to “suffer afflic- 
tion with the Church of God.” We are not able nor 
expected to live the Christian life alone. We must 
have fellowship with the people of God and unite 
our hearts in praise and prayer, our minds in Bible 
Study and our lives in witness and service. We can 
not forsake the Church without losing the sense of 
the presence of Christ. 


3. Esteem For Rewards Of Faith. Verse 26. The 
reason why Moses was willing to separate from the 
world unto the people of God was that he had an 
esteem for the rewards of faith. Egypt, and the 
world, has its own rewards—money, pleasure, pres- 
tige, and all the rest. Faith, too, has her rewards in 
love, peace, poise, power and fellowship with God 
forever. The man of the world can see and enjoy 
the rewards of the world; therefore he feels that a 
bird in the hand is worth two in the bush and he 
takes what he can see or feel and enjoy, but the 
man of faith knows that the rewards of faith are 
far more satisfying and durable; therefore he is 
willing to let go of the things of the world that he 
might take hold of the things of God. 





4. Courage To Move Forward. Verse 27. When 
Moses had broken with the world and lined up with 
God he saw that the children of Israel needed to 
move out of Egypt towards the promised land, and 
though he knew it meant the wrath and opposition 
of the king, he had the courage to go forward. Not 
only did he have the courage to move forward in 
the face of the wrath of the king but when his own 
people became disheartened and impatient he had 
the endurance to keep on keeping on. Only as we 
see Him, who is invisible, and are ever conscious of 
His abiding presence, will we have the courage to 
go forward in the face of opposition and to keep 
on in spite of the reluctance of others to follow. 


5. Faithfulness In Worship Of God. Verse 28. 
Moses kept the passover according to the command- 
ment of God. This meant that he was faithful not 
only in worshipping God but in worshipping God in 
the blood-bought way that God had provided. We, 
too, today, must ever be faithful in worship and 
especially faithful in worshipping through the 
blood-bought way provided by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us. For only as we persevere 
in that kind of worship can we draw on the re- 
sources of the ever-present Christ. 


6. Experience Of The Power Of God. Verse 29. 
When Moses stepped out in faith and applied the 
passover blood to the door post he was saved by 
the grace of God through a simple act of faith in 
which he took God at His word, but when he came 
to the Red Sea, with the army of Pharoah behind 
and the waters of the Red Sea before, he was re- 
deemed by the power of God in His own experience 
when he went forward and the seas fell back be- 
fore him. Walking through the Red Sea he could 
never doubt the presence of God. And so with us, 
when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shed His blood for us, we are saved by faith as we 
simply believe God’s word but when we step out in 
faith to obey God we are redeemed by His power 
in our experience and we can never doubt the pres- 
ence of God. 


Suggestions 


In these steps of Moses we have traced the steps 
we too must take if we are going to realize the ful- 
fillment of the promise of Christ: “Lo, I am with 
you always.” Whatever else you may have in your 
program, place a study of this experience of Moses 
at the center and carefully trace it step by step, 
applying the truth to your own heart and life as 
you go. 





Wings For The Soul 


The Still Small Voice 


Be still, and listen for the voice of God: 

He slumbers not, nor shall He ever sleep. 

Not in the thunder of the raging storm, 
The ocean’s roar, or tumult of the flood, 
Shall He be heard, though these obey His will 
And show His Power. 


But in the hush of night, 

Or morning solitude, when prayers ascend 

Where, throned in quietness, He reigns in love, 
The still small Voice shall reach the waiting ear 
Of every listener attuned to hear. 


—aAlice Boorman Williamson. 
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The Week Of Spiritual Enrichment 
April 2-9, 1950 


Every woman of the church is urged to make of 
the pre-Easter Week, April 2-9, a sort of retreat— 
a time when she will seek special spiritual enrich- 
ment—when she will heed the call of Christ “Come 
ye yourselves apart to a solitary place and rest 
awhile.”’ It should be a time of release from all 
‘inner tension” and of infilling with the Holy 
Spirit’s power. In a sermon entitled “Living With- 
out Inner Tension,’”’ Dr. John S. Bonnell said: “‘Are 
you setting apart a portion of time each day to 
look into the face of God and ask His blessings? 
Are you setting apart a time when you will read 
along in your New Testament until you come to a 
verse that seems to speak to your own need, and 
then do you write that little verse out to remember 
it? Do you carry it in your heart? Does it help you 
to keep steadfast? Do you draw upon it in trying 
hours and draw upon its hidden springs for re- 
freshment and serenity and peace? Have you found 
that secret of living victoriously in a world of 
pressure and fear and doubt and tension. If not, in 
God’s name keep seeking until you find it.” 


Suggestions for the Observance of April 2-9, the 
Week of Spiritual Enrichment, are as follows: 


Promotion Of The Week 
The Secretary of Spiritual Life and the Presiden 
will be responsible, enlisting the help of the Execu 
tive Board serving now, and the officers for the 
year 1950-51, especially the Chairman of Spiritua 
Growth. 


Plans For The Week 

1. Personal Bible reading and prayer by eact 
woman, in her home. The leaflet ‘For Persona) 
Use” during this week, available from Board of 
Woman’s Work, should lead to enriching fellow 
ship with Jesus as directs to the reading of the 
record of our Lord’s experience in Passion Week 
The leaflet, price 1 cent each, may be mailed with- 
yut envelope under 2 cents postage to every womar 
f the Church. 





2. Attendance upon all the services of the luca 
church, especially any pre-Easter s r other 


services arranged for the women. 


3. Bible study for the Women of the Church 
where there are no pre-Easter services arranged 
study Hebrews, w s th for dy 
} wom 1950-51. w f 2 ’ 
e High Pi Chi ild be mos 
ielpful in t week. The guide to this study 


now avaliat 


4. A Day Apart for the new officers of the 


women of the Church, where there has not been ar 
officers’ training class. (Leaflet ‘“‘A Day Apa : 
available, Price 2 cents). 

5. Where no other special services are to be hel 
in the local cht a service of recog n 





consecration is suggested for all the women 


“The way of advance is the way of retreat.” The 
women of the Church are urged to make of the 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





pre-Easter week a sort of “‘Retreat’—a time when 
they will step back from the usual activity of the 
world to be with Jesus and become more attentive 
to the Voice saying, “this is the way, walk ye in it.” 


LOOKING AT THE NEW YEAR 


A friend of long ago wrote timeless words 
when he shared this truth, “In Him all things be- 
come new.” Once in 1950 we have celebrated the 
beginning of the new year and now—in addition— 
a more thrilling new year begins for us as Presby- 
terian Church women. On April 1, three hundred 
and sixty-five days of a new church year stretch 
ahead for each of us to bear witness to the fulfil- 
ment of God’s promise—‘‘As your days so shall 


"? 


your strength be! 





Each dawn will bring a new challenge to the 
day, each day well lived will add strength to life. 
We find ourselves “Looking unto Jesys—going on 
to maturity.’”’ To me some of the things I anticipate 
in the new year I covet for you as well: making 
new friends, reading new books, visiting new places, 
finding new program material worth sharing with 
my friends. Among the latter you will find The 
Guidebook—filled with pertinent help; Great Bible 
Prayers by Mrs. S. H. Askew will bring new delight 
to Circle meetings; The Superiority of the Chris- 
tian Religion by Dr. Caroline L. Palmer presents 
Hebrews as the intensive Bible Study and “the 
letter” lives anew; and last but not least Now! by 
Myrtle Williamson can best be illustrated by a note 
of appreciation from one of you—‘I’m deeply 
grateful to the authors of our Program material 
for the new year. The chapter—‘‘And Learn of 


Me’’, in the book New is so practical and so needed 
to be made effective...” Yes, with springtime 
comes the desire for newness, the year will become 
thrillingly new you as you discover these things 
for yourself! 


Mrs. John L. Parkes, 
Assistant Secretary, 
Board of Woman’s Work. 


How We Use Our Guidebook 


Our circle « rman selects different members to 
present t tudies in our Guidebook. In this way 
we ive a y of presentations but the lecture 
YY tion and answer method is the usual pro- 
ced 

Or ' er gave it slips of paper with key 
Scripture \v which she had read as needed. 
Anot ider had part of the Scripture passage 
read y : cie members. 

‘i ’ n enjoy the studies and take an active 
part in t discussions. 

Of ! preparation at home is stressed and 
nost t ' n comply, but little memory work 
s done either at home or at church. 


Our answers are written with pencils 
fF necessary. 


SO they 


Page 18 





Women who refuse to take part in the general 
meeting will lead in these informal study periods. 


We feel the Guidebook is a real help in Bible 
study and in giving general information about the 
Women of the Church. 


—Mary C. Scott (Mrs. J. H.) 





Season Of Evangelistic 
Emphasis 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, through the Division 
of Evangelism of the Board of Church Extension, 
has designated the period from March 5 to Easter 
Sunday, April 9, as a “season set aside for inten- 
sive evangelistic effort.”” Every congregation in the 
Assembly is expected to join in this united en- 
deavor, according to Dr. H. H. Thompson, of At 
lanta, Ga., Director of Evangelism in the Assembly 


Letters have gone from Doctor Thompson’s office 
to every pastor in the Assembly, with suggestions 
from not only the Division of Evangelism but the 
Program of Progress and the General Council of 
the Assembly, to promote the special effort. The 
letters are signed by Doctor Thompson, Dr. L. P. 
Burney, and Dr. J. G. Patton, Jr., all of Atlanta. 
Local churches are given the following suggestions: 


1. Special evangelistic emphases in Sunday 
School and church worship services. 

2. The unchurched in the community listed, in- 
vited and brought to the regular worship services. 

3. Evangelistic sermons preached with these peo- 
ple especially in mind. 

4. The invitation to accept Christ given at each 
service. 

5. Earnest individual and group prayer offered 
in laying claim upon the power of the Holy Spirit. 


Pastors are urged to plan now for study classes 
on evangelism to be held in local churches from 
May 21 to June 25, when Sunday School elective 
courses would be studied under the supervision, 
generally, of the Leadership Education Department 
of the Religious Education Division, Board of Edu- 
eation, of which Dr. D. B. Walthall is director. 





United Evangelistic Advance 


United Evangelistic Advance: What potency lies 
in these words! What a sense of security, enthu- 
siasm and adventure. What a rejoicing “up yonder” 
and what yearning that we neither falter nor fail 
in this nation-wide Protestant Evangelical Crusade 


for the souls of men for Jesus Christ and His 
Church. 


October, 1949 - December 31, 1950, will prove 
fateful months; and the outcome will rest indi- 
vidually upon everyone who has named the Name 
of Christ as Saviour and Lord. While this move- 
ment is being conducted mainly through the Pres- 
byteries (in our own denomination) and by order 
of Presbytery, it is as much for the smallest 
Church as for the largest; and there is work for 
every member of the Church. 


The Holy Spirit bestows diversified gifts and 
talents upon those who will use them; and it is to 
the Women of the Church with their training and 
personalities that there falls a peculiar responsi- 
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bility for the furtherance of this adventure of 
faith, Some opportunities and channels are sug- 
gested by which they may be wonderfully used in 
the Presbyteries and in local churches. 


1. The Presbyterial president, representing the 
Women of the Church, should prove a valuable 
member of Presbytery’s Committee. Definite phases 
of assigned work would be carried on by the Dis- 
trict Chairmen in co-operation with presidents of 
local organizations who would be in touch with 
every woman of the congregations. 

2. Renewed consecration on the part of leaders. 

3. Formation of small, intimate prayer groups. 
These would be unscheduled and private; entered 
into in the spirit of “they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another ... and thought upon 
His Name.”’ Open meetings for public prayer should 
also be held. 


4. Of first importance would be the friendly 
reaching out to many women; to the indifferent 
women; the non-Christian women; women of other 
races and perhaps foreign-born. Friendly visits and 
notes of invitation to strangers in the community. 
This will mean a searching of the church rolls with 
the help of the minister or other church officer. 


5. Where there are night preaching services, 
offers can be made to make ready the sanctuary, 
seating arrangements; volunteer choir; music; 
flowers, etc. 


6. Some churches are including a course of Bible 
Study to be held each morning of the night preach- 
ing services. At these classes, largely attended by 
women, the matter of transportation is of great 
importance. The entire service could be cared for, 
thereby greatly relieving the local pastor. An ex- 
cellent Bible teacher should be secured. 


7. Plans made for special speaker to visit both 
white and Negro Schools. A special meeting ar- 
ranged for Negro women. 


8. Women with good speaking voices could assist 
with radio broadcasts. 


9. Invitations secured to meetings of local clubs, 
etc., when it would be possible to present the pur- 
pose and goals of the Laymen’s Preaching Mission. 


10. To the rededicated women will come guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit into all manner of adven- 
turous undertaking; for we are confident of the 
“sound of a-going in the tops of the mulberry 
trees,” and must bestir ourselves, trusting to the 
Lord our God to go out before us in His love and 
power and might. 

—Julia Worth (Mrs. James) Sprunt. 





Roman Catholics Cry “Down 
With The Protestants” 


The Holy Year In Mexico: The small Church was 
packed to capacity as it was the closing communion 
service of our Presbytery-Presbyterial Meeting. 
The Scripture had been announced and we were 
about to read, when suddenly our thoughts were 
interrupted by a tremendously loud shout of 
“Hands Up.”’ We turned in our seats to see a band 
of masked men dashing wildly into the Church like 
a horde of animals being driven down a mountain- 
side. Cries of “Down with the Protestants,” “Long 
Live Christ the King,’ “Hail to the Virgin Guad- 








ao< © 


is 
n 


re 
re 


id 
ce 


1g 





Mar. 15, 1950 




















THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





alupe,” and many vulgarities followed the first an- 
nouncement of their arrival. 


“We will all be murdered in our seats,” was my 
first thought as I saw these men with rifles, long 
knives, sticks, and rocks. Everyone started towards 
the windows and two side doors of the Church. The 
hacking of the knives on the church benches and 
the smashing of the light globes added to the con- 
fusion of the talking of the men and the pleas of 
parents defending their young girls. 


Soon almost everyone was out of the Church and 
into the small back yard helping each other over 
the low back wall or onto the roof of the Church. 
Some stayed inside the Church and crawled under 
the frail benches which were being chopped on al] 
the time. In thirty minutes it was all over. A broken 
shoulder, two cut heads, a cut temple, a sprained 
leg and many bruises were the only casualties. Only 
two boys were missing when everyone gathered 
again from the various places to which they had 
fled, though one girl barely escaped being taken off. 
She had three knife pricks in her chest where she 
had been threatened. The boys showed up in the 
morning when they returned from a nearby town 
to which they had run. 


It is evident that the raid was instigated by the 
local Catholic priest, who had dropped in on our 
service the previous night. The Catholic bell tolled 
one long note just before the raid began. The priest 
was seen about town that night, a thing noticed 
especially by the local people who say he never 
comes out at night. We were told that for some 
time he had been preaching from the pulpit that 
the hard times in Tixtla were due to the Protes- 
tants, and only that week he had met with some of 
the local outlaws. 


A little liquor, the promise of the approval of 
the virgin, and most of all, thé appeal of some 
stolen girls and some booty is all that it takes to 
rouse these ignorant men that have no more mor- 
als than could be expected from those whose ex- 
ample of morality in their religion is such as this. 


We were thankful they had been instructed not 
to kill but only to scare us and get all the girls and 
loot they could, for the attack could have been 
much more serious. Though attempts were made at 
the girls, they got away with only the purses, pens, 
watches and clothes dropped in the scramble. The 
church benches were completely demolished, though 
the pulpit, communion table and portable organ 
were not touched. 


The town authorities, after conferring with the 
priest, were loath to do anything about the affair, 
but the state authorities have taken a hand and 
still have a few of the men in prison. 


From the highest powers down, the church hier- 
archy has stated that during this Catholic “Holy 
Year” they will do all possible to combat the Pro- 
testants. We had already felt the fruits of this 
special year in their efforts to get some of our 
largest churches to offer worship to the Virgin on 
her day, the 12th of December, which is the largest 
religious festival here. December 12, 1949, was the 
beginning of this “Holy Year” in Mexico. 


We are not afraid. God protected us this time, 
and will guard us as He sees fit in the future. Per- 
secution only serves for the advancement of the 
cause of the persecuted. The people in Tixtla are 
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probably more aware of the Protestants than they 
have ever been. 


We write you that you may pray with us that the 
masses held in fear and superstition and taught sal- 
vation only through works and the amount of 
money that can be given may come to know the 
real love of Christ for them, the joy of an assured 
salvation, the peace that passeth all understanding 
amidst many physical and economic burdens. We 
tell you so that you may pray for us, too, that we 
may have courage and wisdom, for this is probably 
not the last manifestation of the “Holy Year.” We 
ask that you pray that all things will work together 
so that 1950 may be a truly Holy Year in Mexico, 
according to our Lord’s conception of holiness. 


Church News 


Presbytery Of Tuscaloosa 








Presbytery of Tuscaloosa met in stated winter 
session in Uniontown, Alabama on January 17, 
1950. Rev. Cecil G. Culverhouse Moderator. Rev. 
E. M. Carleton was appointed Assistant Clerk. 
There were 19 ministers present and 23 ruling 
elders. Also seven visiting elders and eight visiting 
deacons. Visiting ministers were Rev. Geo. Lang, 
D.D., Rev. Alexander Henry, D.D., and Rev. Sam 
B. May, D.D., President of Stillman College, was 
received from East Alabama Presbytery, and was 
made chairman of the Progressive Program. The 
Livingston Group has called Canidate Roger E. 
Williams, a senior in Louisville Seminary, and he 
expects to begin work upon graduation. Rev. H. C. 
Niles is still pursuing his studies at Harvard. 


The session of the Alabama Avenue Church pre- 
sented a request for an investigation of a matter 
of comity in the Selma area. A commission to per- 
form this duty was appointed composed of Rev. 
T. C. Duncan, Rev. F. E. Jordan, Rev. Cecil Culver- 
house, and Ruling Elders J. H. Bradford and C. E. 
Williams. Rev. J. M. Partridge, Superintendant of 
of Home Missions asked the Presbytery to approve 
a convocation on Home Missions asked the Presby- 
tery to approve a convocation on Home Missions 
at the spring meeting of Presbytery. 


Mrs. Bert Vardaman was appointed adult advisor 
of Young People’s Work, and Rev. F. E. Jordan 
was appointed chairman of Young People’s Work. 
The spring meeting of Presbytery will be in Alice- 
ville on April 18, 1950. 





The South Jacksonville 
Presbyterian Church 


The South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church of 
Jacksonville, Fla., entered its new sanctuary on 
January 8th. The entire month of January was 
given to entering the new building. 


The first Sunday both services were delivered 
by Dr. Stephen T. Harvin, the Minister of the 
Church, at which time a large Catechetical Class 
was presented to the congregation. Dr. Harvin 
brought a message on the subject, “Behold What 
God Has Done!” The evening service was known as 
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“Church Night,’ when the officers and members 
came together and faced the challenge of their 
church and its place in the world. 


The second Sunday in the new building, the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was observed. That 
night at 8:00 o’clock was “Ecumenical Night,” 
when churches of the various denominations in this 
section of Jacksonville came to worship in the new 
building. The Rev. David Cathcart, of the Methodist 
Church, was the guest speaker. 

January 22nd was known as “Family Day,’”’ when 
Dr. Harvin brought the message on, “The Family 
Pew.” At 4:00 P.M. we had a delightful Vesper 
Service of all the Presbyterian Churches in Jack- 
sonville, with the Rev. Russell F. Johnson, of the 
Springfield Presbyterian Church bringing the mess- 
age. The evening service was known as Youth 
Night,’’ when Mr. Norman MacDowell, Assistant to 
the Minister of the Church, brought the message. 


The last Sunday was the Consecration Service of 
the new building and its furnishings. Dr. E. C. 
Scott, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, delivered the 
message on, “What Does The Church Have To 
Offer The World?” These opening services closed 
with “Mission Night,’’ when the Rev. James L. 
Jackson, Minister of Southside Estates Presbyterian 
Church and returned Missionary from Africa, 
brought the message on the subject, “The Open 
Door.” 


All of these services were well-attended and in 
some cases, it was necessary to turn the people 
away. 


The new building is of typical Southern Colonial 
architecture, designed by A. Hensel Fink, Architect 
of Philadelphia. The Church is situated at the inter- 
section of two major boulevards. Its 100-foot 
steeple overshadows the main residential boulevard, 
known as San Marco, and is seen by the thousands 
who pass it each day. 


This gives us a church plant now valued at ap- 
proximately a quarter of a million dollars. The 
church has shown remarkable growth in the past 
twelve years and has grown from a membership of 
150 to 1,075. One of the delightful things of this 
church is that the building was constructed in a 
great spirit of love and harmony, and even in the 
construction of the building, the people were knit 
closer to each other and to Christ. 

The members of the Church Staff are: Dr. 
Stephen T. Harvin, Minister; Miss Dorothy R 
Pace, Director of Religious Education; Mr. Norman 
MacDowell, Assistant to the Minister; Mrs. Kings 
bury W. Norton, Director of Music. 





Newton Presbyterian Church 
Newton, Miss. 


Rev. J. D. Simpson, Pastor of the Newton Pres 
byterian Church, Newton, Miss., for seven years, 
five months, resigned Dec. 18, 1949, to accept the 
pastorate of the Second Presbyterian Church, Fort 
Smith, Ark., entering upon his duties Feb. 1, 1950. 
Mr. Simpson has a notable record of stewardship 
achievements in this group of churches and in 
Meridian Presbytery. 


Coming to Newton in Sept. 1942, he found the 
Newton Church building in bad condition and owned 


by the town for its paving debt. The property was 
reclaimed by meeting the debt, $1000.00 with 
interest. Some $500.00 was spent in improving the 
interior and exterior of the building. Gas was 
substituted for coal heating. A fluorescent lighted 
bulletin board was erected near Highway 80. The 
Presbyterian Hymnals, a hymnal board, and a fan 
for cooling the sanctuary were provided. 


Creation of a building fund was begun in 1945. 
{n 1947, actual construction began on a S.S. Annex 
and completed in several months. The furnishing of 
the Annex and a special project of an Historical 
Room came later. The complete silver communion 
set which had been lost in part for years, was re- 
stored. Cabinets were built in which to keep the 
historical data, church silver, and things. 


Keenly alert to the value of preserving historica) 
records the pastor brought the records up to date, 
with the finding of the first sessional minutes, lost 
for a number of years, from 1874 until the printing 
of the church history in 1945. Annual histories have 
been deposited. since. 


A recreational park for all ages was built on a 
manse lot. A public address system with chimes 
recordings of beautiful music broadcast from the 
tower, and a microphone completing the set-up 
are in use. 


A goodly number of members added to the four 
churches of the group served but deaths and re- 
movals prevented a larger membership. All have 
doubled contributions to all causes and the rural 
churches made major building repairs to their 
edifices with modern conveniences added. 


Mrs. Simpson and the young daughter, Anne. 
pianists, gave sacrificial service during the years. 


Before their departure Mr. and Mrs. Simpson and 
Anne were presented a silver tea service by the 
group churches. Newton gave the tray, Mount 
Moriah, the sugar bowl and cream pitcher. Roberts 
and Garlandville, the tea pot. 





Texas-Mexican Institute 


The Board of Trustees of the Texas-Mexican In- 
dustrial Institute adopted a program of building 
and expansion at their recent meeting. They au- 
thorized the construction of a machine shop with 
more than 3,300 square feet of concrete floor, tile 
walls, and composition roof, and an adjacent build- 
ing with 2,500 square feet of floor space to house 
sheet metal, plumbing, electrical, automotive, and 
shoe repair shops, and a classroom for shop classes 
A paint shop is to be built separately. 


The Board voted funds for the repairing and re- 
tinishing of Skinner Hall, the three-story adminis- 
tration building, containing classrooms, auditorium, 
and library. They also authorized the prompt in- 
stallation of a sewage disposal system for the entire 
school community. 


Architect’s plans were approved for a modern 
fireproof two-story dormitory to house 38 students, 
with a teacher’s apartment. Contract will be let 
soon with the expectation that this building will be 
ready for occupancy when the thirty-eighth year of 
this Presbyterian Industrial School for Mexican 
Boys begins in September. This will be the fifth 
dormitory on the campus five miles south of Kings- 
ville on Highway 77. 
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Twenty percent more students from Mexico and 
Texas were admitted to this self-help school during 
the present term. The erection of this additional 
dormitory will allow the continuation of this ex- 
pansion program, made possible through funds re- 
ceived from the recent educational campaign con- 
ducted throughout the Synod of Texas and from 
subsequent bequests. 


Tex-Mex is one of the objectives for the birthday 
parties to be held in May by the Women of the 
Church. The $60,000.00 expected to come to the 
school from the birthday offerings is designated for 
the endowment of the Bible chair in this mission 
school that serves two nations. Dr. S. Brooks Mc- 
Lane is president of Tex-Mex. 





New Church Organized 
In Charlotte 


McQuay Memorial Presbyterian Church was org- 
anized in Charlotte by a Commission of Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery on Sunday, February 5th. Mr. 
Rufus A. Grier, Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions, was Chairman of the 
Commission. Rev. W. T. Smith preached the sermon. 
There were seventy names on the petition for or- 
ganization. This work has been conducted under the 
leadership of Guy M. Neel, an Elder in the Wilmore 
Presbyterian Church. The following officers were 
elected: Elders: J. C. Reid, Jr., R. E. L. Prather, 
J. B. Ellis. Deacons: W. H. Hoover, Joe Reid, Jack 
Threatt. The roll for charter membership was left 
open until March 31st. Rev. W. T. Smith, pastor of 
the Wilmore Presbyterian Church, was named as 
Moderator of the Session. 


Within the next six weeks another Presbyterian 
Church is to be organized in the Smallwood Homes 
area in Charlotte. 





STILLMAN COLLEGE 


Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


In January, Stillman received $1,128.33 as a be- 
quest from the estate of the late Miss Margaret H. 
Jenkins from St. Petersburg, Fla. This bequest 
came as a boon to the College. We hope the ex- 
ample of Miss Jenkins will be followed by many 
others. Our Church’s opportunity is great here at 
Stillman, and our prayer is that God will lead 
others to write Stillman into their wills. 





Decatur Presbyterian Church 


A Statement Prepared By The Officers 
Of Decatur Presbyterian Church 
Decatur ... Georgia 


Seven Years With Dr. Bradley: Dr. and Mrs. S. 
Hugh Bradley came to Decatur Presbyterian 
Church on the second Sunday in February, 1943. 
It is fitting that we look over the seven years and 
recount the many blessings that have come to us 
during their ministry. 


Our active membership has increased from 1,281 
to 1,864. During that time, we have had 282 mem- 
bers who came on profession of faith in Christ, 
and 795 came by letter, a total of 1,077 for the 
period. 

















AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GA. 
TUL 


Its location in Greater Atlanta offers un- 
usual opportunities for placement after 
graduation as well as specialized training 
while in college. Agnes Scott students 
may take journalism, business adminis- 
tration and other subjects at Emory Uni- 


versity. 
TLL 


For literature and other in- 
formation, address: 


PRESIDENT J. R. McCAIN 
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Our benevolences increased from $10,727.00 to 
$30,496.00, about three-fold. The gift per member 
has grown from $8.37 to $16.36. 


Our total gifts for all purposes have grown from 
$29,710.00 to $86,818.00—also about three-fold. 
The gift per member has grown from $23.19 to 
$46.58. The figures for the current year are not 
yet available, but they will run beyond any previous 
year. 

Some of our increased operations for this period 
include: 

1. Development of visitation evangelism. 

2. Active participation in the community religious 
census. 

8. An increase in average Sunday School attend- 
ance from 393 in 1943 to 632 this year. 

4. Our youth building. 

5. A new manse. 

3. The Christmas Store. 

7. Starting the Columbia Church. 


While the physical and material evidences of 
God’s blessings are impressive, we believe that the 
spiritual growth is more valuable. Dr. Bradley has 
been wonderfully blessed in his ministry to our 
whole denomination through his church-wide influ- 
ence. 


Dr. and Mrs. Bradley would be most insistent 
that these results are not due to them alone, and 
this is true. They represent the co-operation and 
earnest work of many people, and the prayers of 
many who cannot even come to the worship ser- 
vices, but we are profoundly thankful we have had 
and still do have Dr. and Mrs. Bradley for our 
leaders. 
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Graduate Fellowships Announced 
At Columbia Seminary 


The Faculty of Columbia Theological Seminary 
has recently announced the award of five graduate 
fellowships for the school year 1949-50. These fel- 
lowships which are designed to make possible an 
additional year of post-graduate theological study 
at some approved educational institution of Amer- 
ica or Europe are given annually in recognition of 
superior scholastic attainments and of promise for 
general usefulness in the ministry. The fellowships 
may be used at any time during a period of five 
years after graduation and, owing to the severe 
shortage of pastors for churches at the present 
time, all of the winners of fellowships at Columbia 
Seminary this year plan to defer their graduate 
studies until a later period. Four of the five win- 
ners of fellowships in this year’s class are veterans 


of World War II. 


The two fellowships which are awarded annually 
upon the Fannie Jordan Bryan Foundation go this 
year to Mr. A. Allen Gardner, Jr., of Montgomery, 
Ala., and to Mr. Louis Sherwood Taylor, of Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. Mr. Gardner is a member of the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church of Montgomery, Ala., 
and is a graduate of Alabama Polytechnic Institute. 
He served for three years during the war as an 
officer in the United States Army Air Force. Mr. 
Gardner served last summer as assistant pastor of 
the Memorial Presbyterian Church in West Palm 
Seach, Fla., but has not yet accepted a call to any 
Church for the coming year. 


Mr. Sherwood Taylor is a member of the Second 
Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga, Tenn., and is 
a graduate of the University of Chattanooga. At 
the present time he is serving as student supply 
pastor of the Ramsey Memorial, Calebee, and 
Woodland Presbyterian Churches in Macon County, 
Alabama. Mr. Taylor is a candidate for appoint- 
ment as a foreign missionary under the Board of 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


The three winners of Alumni Fellowships this 
year are: Mr. Samuel Browne Hoyt, Jr., of Goshen, 
Va.; Mr. Max Milligan, Jr., of Signal Mountain, 
Tenn.; and Mr. Richard Lee Summers, of Montreat, 
N. C. Mr. Hoyt is a member of the Goshen Presby- 
terian Church and is a graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege. He was in service in the United States Army 
as an Officer of Infantry for 40 months during the 
war. He was in action with our forces in the Philip- 
pine Islands and later was with the Army of In- 
vasion in Japan. Mr. Hoyt has served recently as 
student supply of the Westminster and Richland 
Presbyterian Churches in South Carolina but has 
not yet announced his acceptance of a call to any 
ield of service for the coming year. 


Mi n is a member of Signal Moun 
tain Presbyterian Church of Chattanoc 
2 ia Institute of Tech 
1 e spent four-and-a-half years in servic: 
during the war, being a major in the Coast Ar- 
tillery and spending a year in the South Pacific 
Mr. Milligan has served as student supply pastor of 
the West End and Athens Road Presbyterian 
Churches of Gainesville, Ga., and has accepted a 
cafl to become pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
at Andalusia, Ala., after his graduation from Co- 
lumbia Seminary in May. 





late of the Georgi 
ni 


Mr. Richard L. Summers is a member of the 
Shenandoah Presbyterian Church of Miami, Fla., 





and is a gradcate of the University of Miami. He 
served for three years in the United States Army 
Air Force during the war and was engaged in com- 
bat in the European Theater, flying many bombing 
missions against Germany. Mr. Summers has served 
this year as student supply pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian Church at Metter, Ga., but has accepted a call 
to become pastor of the Slidell Presbyterian 
Church of Slidell, La., after he receives his B.D. 
Degree at Columbia Seminary. 


None of the winners of fellowships this year has 
made any definite decision as to the institution at 
which his graduate studies will be taken. 


Plans For The 1950 Youth 
Convention Announced 


The Fourth Quadrennial Youth Convention on 
the World Mission of the Church will be held on 
the campus of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
Auburn, Ala., December 28-31, 1950. The Conven- 
tion Committee, meeting in Atlanta, Ga., February 
22, 1950, chose as the Convention theme: ‘‘My Life, 
His Plan, Our Mission.’”’ The following major plat- 
form speakers and subjects were announced: 


Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., “Our Christian Faith.” 

Mr. Francis Pickens Miller, ‘“‘The Need of the 
World.” 

Bishop Stephen Neill, “The Church and Her 
Mission.” 

Dr. C. Darby Fulton, preacher at the Sunday 
Worship Service. 

Dr. Charles T. Leber, “The Christian and His Vo- 
cation.” 

Dr. Kenneth J. Foreman, Convention Bible Study 
Leader. 


Music Director for the Convention will be Mr. 
Wayne Bedford, Austin College, and Worship 
Services will be under the general direction of Mrs. 
Douglas Wilkinson. 


A key feature of the Convention will be the use 
of small discussion groups for concentrated study 
of the major platform addresses and for Bible 
Study. Fifty leaders of our Church are being 
secured to lead these discussion groups. Other Key 
leaders from our denomination will include: J. G. 
Patton, Vernon S. Broyles, H. Claude Pritchard, 
C. H. Gibbony, D. J. Cumming, Edward D. Grant. 


Attendance at the Convention will be limited to 
1,500, and quotas are being assigned to every 
synod. Synod leaders are being selected to head 
promotional activities, and accept registrations. 

Bishop Stephen Neill Secretary of Evangelism 
and Associate General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland. He is a 
Bishop of the Church of England, and widely knowr 
as a speaker and leader of youth. 

Dr. Charles T. Leber is Executive Secretary o! 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyteriar 
Church, U. S. A. 


Mr. Francis Pickens Miller, an outstanding Pres 
byterian layman of Virginia, is a former President 
of the World Student Christian Federation, and wa 
a member of General Eisenhower’s Staff during 
World War II. 


The Convention Committee is headed by Lama 
Williamson, Elkins, W. Va. Other officers include: 
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D. J. Cumming, Nashville, Tenn., Vice-Chairman; 
Ruth Ann Peoples, Richmond, Va., Secretary; 
Claude H. Pritchard, Atlanta, Ga., Treasurer; Harry 
G. Goodykoontz, Louisville, Ky.; and John S. Me- 
Mullen, Richmond, Va., Co-Directors. 


Meeting Of Presbytery 
Of St. John’s 


The Presbytery of St. John’s, in session at Lake- 
land, Fla., January 19, 1950, attended to the fol- 
lowing business: 


The percentages for all benevolent causes for the 
year 1950-51 were presented and approved. 


Rev. Charles S. Huff, of Montgomery Presby- 
tery, was received that he might accept the call to 
become pastor of the Gulfport Church. A Commis- 
sion, consisting of, Ministers J. A. McClure, Hugh 
Hamilton, J. G. Hutchinson, and Elders J. P. Lynch, 
and Earl McMillan, was appointed to install Mr. 
Ruff on January 29, 1951, at 7:30 P.M. 


Rev. Preson P. Phillips, Jr., was granted per- 
mission to labor outside the bounds of Presbytery 
that he might complete his education at Bob Jones 
University. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Plant City on 
February 4, 1951, at which time Rev. Luther Price 
was received from Montgomery Presbytery to be- 
come the special Home Mission Secretary in the 
Greater Miami Area under Presbytery’s Home Mis- 
sion Committee. 


At the same time Rev. W. D. Kramer, Assistant 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of St. Pe- 
tersburg, accepted a call to the pastorate of the 
newly organized Church, Lakeview, St. Petersburg, 
and the Commission was appointed to install him on 
February 12, 1951. 


In recessed session Presbytery met at Miami on 
February 6, 1950, and dissolved the pastoral rela- 
tions between Rev. B. A. Cumming and Riviera 
Presbyterian Church in order that he might return 
to Korea laboring under the Board of World Mis- 
sions, 

A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk. 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


An increase of $100.00 in tuition and fees and 
an addition of approximately $15,000.00 to the 
scholarship program for needy students, both to be 
effective in September, were announced recently by 
Davidson College officials. 


A new schedule of fees provides a $75.00 a year 
increase in tuition charges and a $25.00 a year 
raise in dormitory room rent, bringing tuition to a 
total of $375.00 and room rent to $125.00 a year. 


_ The Trustees of the College who authorized the 
increased rates stipulated that 20 percent—approx- 
imately $15,000.00—-of the new revenue be used to 
help needy, worthy students obtain an education. 
This year the College paid approximately $43,- 
000.00 in scholarship aids and $11,000.00 more for 
part-time jobs. 


_ The $25.00 boost in room rent is the first change 
in dormitory fees in approximately 15 years. Dur- 





ing this time maintenance costs on the buildings 
have more than doubled. 


Tuition charges have been raised in the past ten 
years from $200.00 to $300.00, a 50 percent in- 
crease, while the cost of educating each student 
jumped 180 percent. 


Despite the increases, Davidson’s charges are 
still low in comparison with other southern col- 
leges. In announcing the changes, President John R. 
Cunningham said that “even with the new rates our 
tuition and fees will be as low as any college con- 
trolled by the Southern Presbyterian Church.” 





Study Needs Of Religious 
Life At Davidson 


A study of the needs of religious life at Davidson 
College was recommended to the Trustees by Pres- 
ident John R. Cunningham at a recent meeting. 


The general secularism and moral laxity of our 
times, especially in the post-war period, have made 
their impact on college campuses as elsewhere,” 
Dr. Cunningham said. ‘““‘What many a pastor feels 
about his congregation with reference to the need 
for improvement some of us feel about the re- 
ligious life at Davidson.”’ 


Dr. Cunningham, former moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, pointed out that Davidson is con- 
tinuing her traditional program of religious culti- 
vation. The religious program includes daily chapel, 
Sunday Vespers, and two years of Bible Study— 
all required—dormitory prayer meetings, Y.M.C.A. 
leadership, deputation teams to churches, hospitals 
and Sunday Schools. 


LOOK REVIENS 

“The Road Ahead.” By John T. Flynn. Published 
by Devin-Adair Company, 23 East Twenty-Sixth 
Street, New York 10, N. Y. Price: $2.50 (cloth). 
Paper binding: $1.00 each. 25-100 copies 60 cents. 





It is a truism that every book should have a 
definite purpose. John T. Flynn does not leave us 
in doubt as to the purpose of his book. He explains 
the object of his latest production in this way: “I 
wrote this book to answer a question that practical- 
ly everybody is asking: Where are we heading? I 
thought it was about time for somebody to answer 
it candidly and with blunt facts.” Throughout this 
book the author describes the road along which 
this country is traveling toward socialism. 


As we study the passing generations we find 
that each one seems to have majored in some 
particular task. For example, the fifteenth century 
majored in the renaissance of art, the sixteenth 
century in the reformation of religion, the seven- 
teenth century in the development of science. Our 
twentieth century has majored in the reconstruction 
of human society. This is evidenced in the fact that 
“sociology” has been the big word during the last 
five decades. During this time many patterns have 
been presented as a basis for this reconstruction. 
The popular one at the present time is socialism, 
although not called, as Flynn points out, by that 
name. 


In the realm of sociology Flynn observes that 
human systems come under the influence of great 
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tides of thought and appetite that run unseen 
deeply below the surface of our society. Unless 
these tides are checked, individuals are moved in 
the mass without being aware of the direction in 
which they are going. Beyond a certain point it 
becomes impossible to control these tides. Flynn 
believes that we are at the present time being 
moved toward a crisis, and we have just barely 
enough time to make a decision as to the direction 
in which we are going. 


Since a condensation of this book has been 
published in the February issue of The Reader’s 
Digest, we shall omit a recapitulation of the 
material found in the first nine chapters. We do 
feel, however, that special attention should be 
called to Chapter 10, entitled “The Kingdom of 
God,” which will be of special interest to members 
of the Christian church. 


The author directs our attention to the fact that 
the socialist movement that parades today under 
other names has not neglected the Church in its 
propaganda techniques. He affirms that our Ameri- 
can Social Planners have brought into existence 
many “front” organizations, each designed to ap- 
peal to some class upon its own class plane. Flynn 
states that doubtless the information contained in 
this chapter would startle his readers as much as it 
startled and shocked him when he first ascertained 
these facts. 


The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America is pointed out as the leading group in 
promoting the schemes of the American Social 
Planners. He says that it is by all odds the most 
powerful apparatus in existence for propaganda 
among the Christian leaders in America. The charge 
is made: “And I know, moreover, and assert that 
many of the men most powerful in directing its 
affairs are using its machinery to promote the 
interest of a socialist revolution in America. The 
humble communicants of countless thousands of 
little churches all over this broad land dedicated to 
the worship of God and the spiritual needs of their 
people are paying the bills for this propaganda 
drive. I do not believe that they realize what is 
being done by these leaders.” 


Flynn is convinced that Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam carries more weight in the Federal Council 
than any other individual. Having read the Bishop’s 
writings and studied his record, Flynn believes that 
he has been keeping bad company. “Dr. Oxnam is 
far too intelligent a man to. be fooled by these 
associations,” he alleges. 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones and his views are also 
evaluated in this chapter. Flynn says: “Dr. Jones is 
sent out periodically by the Federal Council from 
city to city to preach the glory of Red Christianity. 
In a sense he is the author of a wholly new pulpit 
jargon. A prize specimen of this is his use of the 
phrase, ‘The Kingdom of God.’ ‘The Kingdom of 
God’ according to Dr. Jones is socialism, but, like 
all his tribe, he never uses that word if he can 
duck it. The “Kingdom of God’ is not some distant 
settlement in the Elysian fields. It is a land organ- 
ized according to the ideas of Karl Marx, softened 
and illuminated by the Bible. It is the fusion of 
Christ and Marx. The ‘Kingdom,’ he says, ‘is a new 
social order within the individual and in the col- 
lective life.’ The ‘Kingdom,’ he tells us, ‘would be 
harnessed to the collective good.’ There would be a 
en the means of production by all in behalf 
of all’. 


Flynn is further convinced that such men as J. 
Henry Carpenter, John C. Bennett, and others of 
their type who influence the policies of the Federal 
Council are seeking to make the church in America 
the instrument for bringing about a social revolu- 
tion. 


In this chapter the author shows how the Sunday 
School literature of the Methodist Church has been 
greatly influenced by socialistic and communistic 
propaganda. For instance, in The Classmate, pub- 
lished for Methodist Sunday School students, there 
is found in the issue of July, 1947, a touching little 
story about Josef Stalin by Jerome Davis. He is 
quoted as saying to the classes. “It would be an 
error to consider the Soviet leader a willful man 
who believes in forcing his ideas on others.” In- 
stead, Flynn says Davis pictures Stalin as “a noble 
and tenderhearted man, puritanical and selfless.” 


The closing chapter raises the question, “What 
can be done?” Flynn has a number of practical 
suggestions to offer. He says that one of the first 
things is to rid ourselves of the moral intimidation 
which has been imposed upon American minds that 
the American system is wicked, bungling, and even 
brutal, while the Planned New World of the future 
will be filled with sweetness, light and plenty. 
Flynn also says that we must stop apologizing fo1 
our capitalistic system. This reviewer feels that 
Flynn might have been more forceful at this point 
had he clearly pointed out that many operating 
under the capitalistic system are not Christians and 
that for any system to operate effectively, whether 
capitalism or any other kind, it must be impreg- 
nated with Christian principles. 


For all who love freedom in every area of life 
this book will certainly be highly appreciated. It is 
a book that had to be written. It is being criticized 
by those who are in sympathy with the movements 
which are exposed by Flynn. It is this reviewer’s 
judgment that Flynn’s arguments, though blunt and 
straightforward, are buttressed by solid facts. This 
book should serve as a guide to those who want to 
know what is actually happening in America. Those 
who challenge Flynn’s arguments will at least have 
to admit that this author has brought the issues 
facing our day out into the open and expressed 
them in clear-cut and incisive language. It is our 
nope that this book will not only open the eyes of 
those who have been unable to see the dangers fac- 
ing us today, but will not make those who are aware 
of these things feel that there is no room fot 
improvement in our free enterprise system which 
has operated for many years in this land. All groups 
need to realize that no system can operate perfectly 
with imperfect members of society. The church’s 
primary function, therefore, is to preach the Gospe 
which has the power to make new individuals who 
will live according to the teachings of Christ as 
individuals and members of the social order day 
by day. —John R. Richardson. 
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